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20 – Now to our God and Father be the glory forever and ever 
Amen.

 As Paul comes to the conclusion of his letter to the Philippian com-
munity, he breaks into a doxology. His instruction and teaching in the 
former context now turns to the imperative of worship as he comes to 
the final sentences of this great epistle. And this is a pattern marked 
throughout the scriptures, that God’s magnificent power, love, and 
righteousness form the very impetus for His children to praise Him in 
all aspects of their lives.
 What is more, whereas in the previous verse Paul writes of God as 
“my God,” he now emphasizes the unity of all believers by writing “our 
God,” for all who are truly “in Yeshua” have a living, personal, and 
eternal relationship with the God of the universe. Indeed, in the previ-
ous verse he emphasizes that all of God’s riches which He has poured 
out upon His children are the result of the work of Yeshua in securing 
eternal redemption for all who are His. It is this great and marvelous 
reality that brings Paul to pen these words of worship, for as children 
of God by His saving grace, our lives ought to be characterized by con-
stantly giving glory to the One Who has saved us from the debt and 
penalty of sin, and has adopted us into His family as His own children. 
 As Paul writes to the Ephesians: 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Yeshua Messiah, 
who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heav-
enly places in Messiah, just as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless 
before Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as sons 
through Yeshua Messiah to Himself, according to the kind 
intention of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, 
which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. (Eph 1:3–6)

 Indeed, giving praise to God is to affirm and to live in a way that 
honors Him and gives Him first place in our lives. When we who are 
His redeemed children live more and more in a way that affirms His 
glory, it is by this that we prove ourselves to be His children indeed.
 It is interesting that Paul begins this final section of the epistle, in 
verse 10 of our chapter, by stating that he “rejoiced in the Lord greatly” 
for the kindness the Philippian community has shown to him. And by 
these words he emphasizes the admonition he has given twice in this 
epistle, that is, to “rejoice in the Lord” and to do so “always” (3:1, 4:4). It 
is when we strive to fill our lives with true rejoicing in the Lord, even 
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when trials come our way, that we are enabled to give glory to God, 
knowing that He is in control and that He has promised us eternal life 
with Him. 
 There is a true sense in which all of mankind longs to have their 
lives filled with that which brings them happiness and joy. This is be-
cause God has put eternity in man’s mind and filled the human heart 
with longing. And it is true that fallen mankind seeks to fill this long-
ing with all manner of things other than seeking God in order to live in 
a way that honors and gives praise to Him. Consider how much energy, 
time, money, etc. is expended by the world to find that which satisfies 
and fills the void of the soul. As Piper puts it:

The world has an inconsolable longing. It tries to satisfy the 
longing with scenic vacations, accomplishments of creativi-
ty, stunning exploits, sports extravaganzas, hallucinogenic 
drugs, ascetic rigors, managerial excellence, etc. But the long-
ing remains.1 

 
 It is clear that God created mankind in His image, and thus there re-
mains in all humans a longing for that which is eternal. As C. S. Lewis 
states:

If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world 
can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made 
for another world.2 

 … be the glory forever and ever – Thus, as Paul comes to the end of 
his letter, he demonstrates his own joy and fulfillment in the Lord by 
concluding with the ultimate goal of his instruction and teaching to 
the Philippian community, that is, that all should be done to the glo-
ry of God Who does not change and will, eternally, be the One Who 
deserves our highest praise. Once again, the foundational benchmark 
of the Reformers, that is, soli deo gloria, “all for the glory of God,” is a 
doctrine clearly founded upon the Scriptures themselves.
 …Amen. – The Greek “ἀμήν” is a transliteration of the Hebrew ָאֵמן 
(‘amēn) and appears to be related to ֱאמּוָנה (‘emunah), which carries the 
sense of “steadfastness, trustworthiness, faithfulness.” The point is that 
the word itself became an expression of confidence that God would 

1 John Piper, The Dangerous Duty of Delight (Multomah Pub., 2001), p. 8.
2 C. S. Lewis, A Mind Awake: An Anthology of C. S. Lewis (Harcourt Brace 

and World, 1968), p. 22.
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complete what He had promised to do. Thus, when Paul adds “forever 
and ever” as the finale to his doxology, he is stating that indeed, God 
will bring about all of His holy will, and thus points the Philippian be-
lievers and us to find the ultimate purpose in life to glorify Him and to 
enjoy Him forever!
 How are we to strive for the same fervent faith that Paul express-
es here in these final verses of his epistle? Remember that Paul was 
in prison when he wrote this epistle and this should cause us to ask 
ourselves: would we be able to rejoice in the Lord even in such a dark 
and troublesome place? Of course we know that the “correct” answer 
would be “Yes,” but how are we being built up in our faith and being 
strengthened to glorify God in our lives? Clearly we must make the 
Word of God, the Scriptures, to be that which we are regularly, day-by-
day, learning and meditating upon so that we know the truth God has 
revealed and commit ourselves to live out those eternal truths. More-
over, the Scriptures are clear that the fellowship of believers together is 
also a necessary means that God has given us in order to grow strong in 
our faith as we care for each other and encourage one another through 
a genuine love which the Spirit enables. And it is with this important 
truth that Paul turns his attention as he brings these inspired words to 
a grand finale.

21 – Greet every saint in Messiah Yeshua. The brethren who are with 
me greet you.

 Paul uses an imperative in the word “Greet” (Ἀσπάσασθε, aspasasthe)
in order to emphasize how important it is that all those who comprise 
the Philippian community are given the message of his words as they 
are read to them. For surely the epistle would first be given to the elders 
of the community and it would have been their glad duty to make sure 
all who were part of the Philippian congregation received the message 
he has sent.
 Moreover, when he writes that “every saint in Messiah Yeshua” is to 
receive a greeting as coming directly from him, it shows the ultimate 
equality of all who are in Messiah Yeshua. Surely there are different 
responsibilities assigned to various members of the community, but 
Paul’s emphasis is that all who are in Messiah, whether Jew or non-Jew, 
are to be seen as equally members of the body of Messiah and therefore 
are of equal importance in regard to the eternal gift of God’s grace in 
Yeshua.
 Unfortunately, as the Christian Church became more and more 
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diverse in the later centuries, the term “saint(s)” (ἅγιος, hagios) became 
something the Apostles never intended. For instance, throughout the 
history of the Roman Catholic Church, “sainthood” was something at-
tained by one’s completing or accomplishing various “religious” duties. 
This, of course, is entirely contrary to how the word is used throughout 
the Apostolic Scriptures, for the word itself means “one who is set apart 
or dedicated to serve the Lord” or “that which is fully dedicated to the 
Lord.”1 Therefore “saint” defines anyone who is truly a believer in Ye-
shua, for the ultimate proof of being “born again” is a life that becomes 
more and more characterized by obedience to God in all aspects of life.
 … The brethren who are with me greet you. – By writing of “the breth-
ren,” Paul most likely is referring to those who were regularly visiting 
him and helping him in whatever ways they were able. We know that 
Timothy was among these, for Paul mentions him in 1:1, 2:20, 22. Like-
wise, there were also others about whom Paul gives a good report, and 
these most likely were also visiting Paul when able and bringing him 
updates on how the various believing communities were fairing. We 
read this in 1:15b-16a.

Some, to be sure, are preaching Messiah even from envy and 
strife, but some also from good will; the latter do it out of 
love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gos-
pel; (Phil 1:15–16)

 Those who were “preaching Messiah even from envy and strife” 
may well have been preaching “a religious message” but their ultimate 
purpose was to gain a following for themselves. Those who were true 
witness of faith in Messiah are motivated by “good will,” that is, by 
true love for others and in order to honor and glorify Yeshua.
 That Paul refers to those who were genuinely proclaiming the gos-
pel as “brethren” emphasizes the unity of the body of Messiah in terms 
of being “one family,” for all who are true believers have the same 
Father and are united with His Son. Once again, in our very diverse 
world, a diversity which has come to identify the modern “Church,” 
the gospel has been greatly diminished and in some circles, lost all 
together. But we know that some level of diversity existed in Paul’s day 
as well, and this did not weaken the resolve of those who were truly 
born again, having received the true gospel of salvation in Yeshua, to 
dedicate themselves to be strong witnesses of the gospel centered in 
Yeshua the Messiah and the work He had accomplished.

1 BDAG, “ἅγιος,” p. 10.



 [4:20–23] 241  
 This concluding statement of Paul ought to encourage us to hold 
unity within our local assembles as having a very high value, and 
something we ought to strive to maintain with full, Spirit-led fervency. 
22 – All the saints greet you, especially those of Caesar’s household.

 All the saints greet you – Once again, Paul uses the word “saint” to 
refer to those who have confessed Yeshua to be the promised Messiah 
and have believed in Him with saving faith, thus being “born again” to 
a new life. In using the inclusive phrase “all the saints,” Paul is surely 
referring to any and all with whom he was acquainted in Rome, and 
who had in one way or another made communication with him, either 
directly or through a friend sending their greetings and concerns.
 …especially those of Caesar’s household. – There are many questions 
that have been raised as to how this final phrase of our verse is to be 
understood. It seems clear, however, that there were those who were 
directly associated with Caesar by being employed by him or were in 
some way connected to the governmental structure of Caesar’s reign. 
We know, for instance, that Paul mentions several names which, as far 
as the history can be determined, may have been part of Caesar’s gov-
erning leaders. In Paul’s epistle to the Romans he mentions two such 
names, which represent a larger “household.”

Greet Apelles, the approved in Messiah. Greet those who are 
of the household of Aristobulus. Greet Herodion, my kins-
man. Greet those of the household of Narcissus, who are in 
the Lord. (Rom 16:10–11)

 The household of Aristobulus is greeted, but not Aristobulus him-
self. On this account most reason that he was either deceased or not 
a believer. Some scholars think he might have been the grandson of 
Herod the Great and brother of Agrippa I, who died between 45 and 
48 CE. If this were the case, then the family would continue to bear his 
name, a family that no doubt had many Jewish members, and perhaps 
believers in Yeshua as well. This theory may be strengthened by the 
mention of Herodion, most likely a member of the Herod family.
 While there are divergent viewpoints as to how broadly Paul’s men-
tion of “Caesar’s household” should be understood, it seems clear that 
the gospel had reached even into the wealthy and ruling segments of 
the population and that some had come to accept Yeshua and were liv-
ing out their faith, even in the utter pagan culture of ancient Rome. This 
once again emphasizes the power of the Gospel as the Spirit applies it 
to those who would be saved. As Paul emphasizes in Romans:
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For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 
for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and 
also to the Greek. (Rom 1:16)

 It is also likely that those who were of “Caesar’s household” and 
who were openly living a life of faith in Yeshua, may have been, in 
some ways, marginalized within the Roman culture. So Paul’s greeting 
them specifically is yet another indication of his desire to encourage all 
believers to remain strong and true to their faith in Yeshua.

23 – The grace of the Lord Yeshua Messiah be with your spirit.

 In all of Paul’s letters, he “signs off” with this phrase or something 
very similar. The standard “good-bye” in Greek letters that have been 
found was ἔρρωσο (errōso), the imperative of ῥώννυμι (hrōnnumi), which 
could be understood as “good bye” but literally means “be strong.” But 
though surely Paul knew this common manner of salutation within 
the Greek culture of his day, he rather gives the means by which true 
strength is attained. And that means is the very grace of God, made 
evident in the sending of His Son, Yeshua, the Messiah promised to 
Abraham, Moses, David, and proclaimed by the prophets to be the 
“promised One” Who alone could accomplish salvation for all of His 
people.
 In using the three-tiered Name, Lord Yeshua Messiah (κυρίου Ἰησοῦ 
Χριστοῦ), he is emphasizing once again the utter deity and eternal Lord-
ship of Yeshua, and thus likewise emphasizing the glorious mystery 
and wonder of the Triune God: Father, Son, and Spirit.
 …be with your spirit. – Obviously Paul is not discounting the physical 
body created in God’s image when he uses the word “spirit.” Rather, he 
is putting great emphasis upon the fact that by “spirit” he means that 
very breath and life by which we live. And the Spirit of God leads us, 
convicts us, and strengthens us in our spirit. 

The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are chil-
dren of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fel-
low heirs with Messiah, if indeed we suffer with Him so that 
we may also be glorified with Him. (Rom 8:16)

 Therefore Paul encourages and exhorts the community at Philippi, 
as well as all who would read his letter as it was divinely placed into 
Scripture, to be strong in our spirit through submitting to the Spirit of 
God Who indwells us. May the words of this great epistle remain active 
in all who belong to Yeshua and therefore desire to serve Him and to 
glorify Him forever.


