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17 – Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which in-
creases to your account.

 Paul begins this verse with “Not that,” the same phrase he used in 
v. 11 of our chapter, and does so for the same reason, to make sure the 
Philippian community understands his words and what he is empha-
sizing. In the previous verses Paul has thanked the Philippian commu-
nity for their support and noted that they were the only community 
who had sent him necessary provisions for his physical needs. Paul 
now wants to make sure that the Philippian community does not mis-
interpret his words of praise, as though he is giving an indirect request 
for further gifts to be sent to him.
 In fact, what he desires for the Philippians to understand is that 
their care for him by providing for his needs is known by the Lord and 
has been recognized by the Lord Himself as the fruit of their faith in 
Him, for in aiding Paul they have obeyed the very commands of the 
Lord to love each other and to bear each other’s burdens.

By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you 
have love for one another. (Jn 13:35)

This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I 
have loved you. (Jn 15:12)

Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of 
Christ. (Gal 6:2)

 …but I seek for the profit which increases to your account. – Twice in this 
verse Paul uses the verb “seek” (ἐπιζητέω, epizēteō), which is found only 
here (twice) and in Rom 11:7 in the Pauline epistles. It is an intensive 
form of the verb ζητέω (zēteō), “to seek,” having the preposition ἐπἰ (epi) 
as a prefix. He uses the stronger preposition to emphasize that fact that 
His greatest desire is to encourage and help the believers in Philippi to 
grow in their walk with the Lord by having their faith strengthened 
and thus their obedience to Him enlarged in all aspects of their lives.
 Further, Paul uses an interesting metaphor to describe his goal of 
being used of the Lord to strengthen their faith and thus to maintain 
and even enlarge their service for the Lord. The word translated “prof-
it” by the NASB is actually the word “fruit” (καρπός, karpos), but the idea 
of “profit” in a monetary sense is surely appropriate, for it is that which 
“increases to your account.”
 It seems clear that Paul is referring to the fact that as believers in 
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Yeshua, our growth in sanctification, i.e., in becoming more and more 
what God intends us to be, is the true mark and assurance that we 
are truly His. Thus Paul longs for the Philippian believers to grow and 
mature in their faith, which is the final proof that they are genuinely 
born from above. For all who are “in Messiah” will show a continual 
increase in living sanctified lives, of which serving the Lord and each 
other as He has instructed is an essential characteristic. As Fee notes:

Their giving to him is an expression of love, of the gospel at 
work in their midst. For Paul, every time they do so, it is also 
evidence of “fruitfulness,” of the kind for which he prayed in 
1:11. Such “fruitfulness” has the effect of being entered on the 
divine ledger as “interest,” as the certain indication of the in-
crease of their “fruitfulness,” which will find its full expres-
sion at the coming of Christ.1

Actually, Paul’s primary interest in writing these words is not to sug-
gest that “their reward” in eternity will be enlarged, but rather that 
their obedience and actions of love by helping to meet his physical 
needs, even when such help could single them out for persecution, is 
further proof of the genuine character of their faith.

For we are His workmanship, created in Messiah Yeshua 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we 
would walk in them. (Eph 2:10)

 Here, once again, we see that Paul emphasizes the utter necessity 
for those who confess Yeshua as Lord and Savior to be a regular part 
of a believing community of believers. For the very meaning of this 
text is that one of the marks that the Philippian believers were genu-
ine in their faith is that they together, as a united community of faith, 
ministered to Paul in his current needs. And he finds in this a mark of 
their true desire, first of all, to obey the Lord from which flowed their 
willingness to aid Paul. What cannot be accomplished by individuals is 
often possible to be undertaken by a united community of believers in 
Yeshua.
 The words of Yeshua in Matthew 6:19–21 help us understand Paul’s 
emphasis when he characterizes the love of the Philippian believer 
shown to him as “profit which increases to your account.” This reminds 
one of the words of Yeshua in Matt 6:19–21. 

1 Gordon Fee, Philippians, p. 447.
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Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 
But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or 
steal; for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  
(Matt 6:19–21)

 In this text, Yeshua is not negating the storing up of treasures, He is 
simply emphasizing the better place to store them. A life of faith which 
issues in humble obedience to God provides treasure in this world as 
well as in the world to come. Thus our motivation for obeying God 
is not that we should receive some greater reward in the “sweet by-
and-by.” The reward which God promises to the righteous is unending 
communion with Him. If in this world we do not treasure the commu-
nion we already have with the Almighty, it is almost certain that we 
have a wrong idea of what constitutes “treasures in heaven.”

18 – But I have received everything in full and have an abundance; 
I am amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you 
have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to 
God.

 But I have received everything in full and have an abundance – In the 
Greek text, the phrase “I have received everything in full” is actually 
only two words: ἀπέχω (apexō) and πάντα (panta). The Greek word apexō 
has been found on receipts from ancient times meaning “paid in full,”1 
so once again Paul is using monetary terms to describe his grateful-
ness for the gifts sent to him from the Philippian community. But he 
is doing so, as the previous context gives witness, not to solicit further 
gifts from them nor, as the previous context makes clear, to suggest that 
they needed to increase the amount they send. Rather, he uses this well 
known term to express the overabundance of thankfulness he has for 
their care and love shown to him.
 In similar manner, the phrase “and have an abundance” is actually 
only one word in the Greek, περισσεύω (perisseuō). This word is used to 
describe having all that is needed and even more. Paul has used this 
same word three other times in this epistle:

And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and 
more in real knowledge and all discernment… (Phil 1:9)

1 See BDAG, “ἀπέχω,” p. 102.
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so that your proud confidence in me may abound in Messiah 
Yeshua through my coming to you again. (Phil 1:26)

I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know 
how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I 
have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both 
of having abundance and suffering need. (Phil 4:12)

It seems clear that Paul’s use of these superlative expressions is both to 
describe his great joy for the gift he has received as well as to empha-
size what he has stated before, namely, that his true joy and confidence 
in God is not dependent upon “earthly treasures,” for by faith in the 
Lord he has been enabled to trust in Him and have joy in his life even 
when material things are lacking.
 Surely the Apostle stands before us all as a testimony of God’s grace 
and provision, as well as one who had a strong and growing faith in 
God’s provision enabling him to rejoice even when in humble means.
 … I am amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have 
sent – The NASB translates the single Greek word πληρόω (plēroō)1 as 
“amply supplied,” which gives the proper sense. Paul’s point is that the 
gift they sent has met his current needs in an even greater way than he 
could have expected.
 Once again Paul points to Epaphroditus as a faithful and obedient 
servant of the Lord whose faithful service gladdened Paul by bringing 
necessary things for maintaining his life in prison. But it is eminently 
clear that for Paul, the faithful service exemplified by Epaphroditus 
was proof of God’s work among the Philippian community, a work that 
had grown from the seeds Paul was privileged to plant. 
 …a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. – Paul 
now turns from the language of banking to the language of offering 
sacrifices in worship to God. Those who brought sacrifices as merely a 
perfunctory “religious duty” but with no true heart of worship to God, 
no doubt thought their outward “religious” actions were sufficient, but 
in reality their sacrifices were a “stench in God’s nostrils.” Isaiah de-
scribes disobedient Israel with these words:

A people who continually provoke Me to My face, offering 
sacrifices in gardens and burning incense on bricks; who sit 
among graves and spend the night in secret places; who eat 

1 The text itself has πεπλήρωμαι (peplārōmai), which is the perfect passive 
participle of πληρόω.
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swine’s flesh, and the broth of unclean meat is in their pots. 
Who say, ‘Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for I am 
holier than you!’ These are smoke in My nostrils, a fire that 
burns all the day. (Is 65:3–5)

 In contrast, the community of Philippi evidenced true spiritual 
growth as they matured in their faith, a faith that was marked by obe-
dience to the word which included serving others and doing so even 
when it could have put them as a target for persecution.
 When Paul uses the language of a sacrifice upon the altar that is 
a “fragrant aroma, accepted and well-pleasing to God, he is describ-
ing the blessed life of all who live out their faith before a watching 
world. What a tremendous prize we have to consider that living out 
our faith in obedience to God is that which is like a fragrant aroma to 
Him. Indeed, serving God in truth, living out our faith that gives Him 
the glory, caring for one another and shining as lights in this darkened 
world, while surely not always easy, and may be rejected and scorned 
by others, is that which brings true joy to our heavenly Father. This re-
ality ought to encourage us greatly to grow in our faith and to live it out 
in every aspect of our lives, that we might please Him more and more. 
Sola deo Glory – “only for the glory of God.”

19 – And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches 
in glory in Messiah Yeshua.

 As Paul offers his praise and thanksgiving to the Lord for the love 
and faithful help of the Philippian community, he adds a final “song 
of praise” by reminding the believers in Philippi, and us, that they can 
count upon God to supply everything necessary for them to continue 
growing in their faith and in service both to each other as well as to 
those who are outside of their local community.
 Though Paul, in his current circumstances, could not reciprocate 
their gifts by sending his own to them, he gives them something of 
even greater worth. Though he cannot help meet their current needs 
in the same manner as they have met his own needs, he can assure 
them that God will surely both meet their needs and bless them for 
their helping him. Thus, it appears that the reason Paul refers to God as 
“my God,” is to encourage his readers to know that they are dependent 
upon Paul himself to help them when in need, but that they should 
continue to rely upon God to do so. In this sense, God becomes the One 
Who “reciprocates” for Paul.
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 All too often, it would seem, this verse has been interpreted to mean 
that God will give to those who are His anything for which they ask. 
But we must read this verse in light of what Paul wrote in the previous 
verses, namely, that as an example of a faith in God that works in real 
life, Paul has learned “to get along with humble means” and “learned 
the secret of being filled and going hungry…having abundance and 
suffering need” (4:12). We know that in God’s good providence, He 
may bring upon us difficult times in order to teach us lessons and to 
strengthen our faith. And thus as we persevere through such struggles, 
we are enabled to give Him the glory, for it is by His power that we 
prevail.
 … according to His riches in glory in Messiah Yeshua. – Once again Paul 
returns to the language of the bank when he refers to the “riches in 
glory.” The point is that God’s ability is never limited when it comes to 
meeting every possible need His children may encounter in this fallen 
world. His “bank account” is infinite!
 And He does so in accordance with the work Yeshua has accom-
plished, the work of securing eternal redemption for all who are His. 
Moreover, Yeshua is always interceding on behalf of those for whom 
He died, and His prayers assure that all who are His will be with Him 
forever. As Paul teaches us in his epistle to the Romans:

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who 
is against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but deliv-
ered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him free-
ly give us all things? Who will bring a charge against God’s 
elect? God is the one who justifies; who is the one who con-
demns? Messiah Yeshua is He who died, yes, rather who was 
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes 
for us. (Rom 8:32–34)


