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 As we complete the commentary on Paul’s Epistle to the Philippi-
ans, it is important that we consider some of the obvious “life applica-
tions” that are pressed upon us as we seek to live out the truths Paul 
has given us in this inspired text.

• Biblical pattern for leadership & mission in Yeshua’s ekklesia.

1:1 – Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Messiah Yeshua, to all the saints in 
Messiah Yeshua who are in Philippi, including the overseers and deacons:
    This indicates an apostolic pattern of leadership within a local ekklesia 
(cf. 2:25–26 which also lists Epaphroditus with Paul) as well as offer-
ing a clear biblical example that those sent out to evangelize and make 
disciples should never go by oneself. Rather, there should always be a 
plurality. For this brings strength and it also strengthens the message,  
for “in the mouth of two or three a thing is established” (Deut 19:15).
• The assurance of eternal salvation.
1:6 – For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in 
you will perfect it until the day of Messiah Yeshua.
 a. Our salvation in Yeshua is something that began with God draw-
ing us to Himself, apart from which we would have never sought Him.
 b. One who is truly born again by the power of the Spirit and given 
the gift of saving faith, will inevitably persevere in becoming more and 
more conformed to the image of Yeshua, for the work of salvation that 
God begins He will surely finishes.

• Faith & love are strengthened by the knowledge of God’s truth.

1:9–10 – And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real 
knowledge and all discernment … in order to be sincere and blameless until the 
day of Messiah.
 a. Genuine love for God and for each other is strengthened by know-
ing and making practical life-applications of the Scriptures.
 b. This means that true believers in Yeshua will inevitably have a 
hunger to know God’s word and to live it out in all areas of their lives.

• Paul is an example of how maturing faith enables the believer to 
persevere and even to rejoice in difficult circumstances. 

1:12–14 – my circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of the 
gospel, so that my imprisonment in the cause of Messiah has become well 
known…the brethren… speak the word of God without fear.
 A growing faith enables the believer to endure life’s difficulties and 
also offers an example to others so that they are  strengthened to be 
bold witnesses for Yeshua.
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• Paul is an example of faith which all believers should seek to  
follow.

1:20 – according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I will not be put to 
shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Messiah will even now, as al-
ways, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.
 As we seek to grow stronger in our faith in Yeshua, we should fol-
low Paul’s example, namely, that even in the most difficult times of life, 
we should still have as our goal that Yeshua should be exalted. Here, 
once again, we see Paul emphasizes soli deo gloria, i.e., all of life lived out 
to the glory of God.

• Paul’s inspired words emphasize the high importance of striving 
for unity within the local assembly of believers.

2:1–2 – Therefore if there is any encouragement in Messiah … make my joy 
complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, 
intent on one purpose.
 We must understand that God, through the inspired words of Paul, 
intends us to strive earnestly for unity within the local assembly of 
believers. Do we consider this something that is of great importance to 
God and thus ought also to be so for all who are truly His?

• Paul gives us the primary issues that bring divisions within be-
lieving communities and what combats division and enables unity.

2:3–4 – Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of 
mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look 
out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.
 a. selfishness = what I want for myself even if it is at the expense of 
others. What I want is more important than what you want.
 b.  empty conceit = those who consider themselves to be greater 
than others but in reality they have grave issues about which they are 
unwilling to admit.
 c. humility of mind = this is the solution to overcoming divisions, 
i.e., for each person to regard one another as more important than one-
self.
 d. Such “humility of mind” is demonstrated when we genuinely 
seek to encourage and help one another. As believers in Yeshua, we are 
not only to look after our own needs and give our life energies to those 
things that pertain only to ourselves, but we are to also seek to help 
others with their needs and also encourage them in their service to the 
Lord as important members of the body of Messiah.
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• Paul exhorts us regarding the primary key to unity within the lo-
cal assembly of believers, which is for each one to become more and 
more like Yeshua.

2:5 – Have this attitude [mindset] in yourselves which was also in Messiah 
Yeshua –
 a. This section of chapter two has been properly described as “the 
Hymn of Christ,” for in it Paul extols the very essence of Yeshua as the 
victorious Messiah and Savior of His people, and therefore the One 
whom every believer should strive to emulate.
 b.   To be “like Messiah” means that those who are truly His ought 
to make it their goal to emulate Him in all aspects of one’s life and rela-
tionships with others.
 c. Yeshua is the ultimate example of what it means to love others 
by serving them and seeking their best, for He gave His own life to re-
deem eternally all of those whom the Father had given to Him (Jn 6:37).
 d. These are the expressions Paul uses to define the “attitude” for 
which every believer should strive, for they are fully expressed in the 
life and work of Messiah Himself.
  1. encouragement in Messiah
  2. the consolation of love
  3. fellowship of the Ruach
  4. affection and compassion

• Paul extols the mystery of the Incarnation by equally affirming 
both His eternal, divine nature as well as His true human nature.

2:6–7 – who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a 
bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.
 a. Those who seek to diminish either the eternal, divine nature of 
Yeshua, or His becoming man and thus possessing a true human na-
ture, are unwilling to accept the necessary mystery of the incarnation.
 b. To pay the penalty of sin for all those He would save, it was nec-
essary that He would be a substitute “in their place,” dying for them, 
for “the wages of sin is death.” Such a “death” means “eternal separa-
tion from God, being subjects of His infinite wrath as the necessary 
payment to satisfy His infinite holiness.”
 c. In the incarnation of Yeshua, He always remained the infinitely 
Holy One, for He had no beginning and has no end. As such, His death 
was an infinite payment for sin for all those the Father had given to 
Him, and thus all those for whom He died will be eternally saved from 
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the righteous wrath of God against sinners, dwelling forever with Him.
 d. “emptied Himself “ – The meaning of this phrase means some-
thing like “He poured Himself out,” that is, He fully gave Himself to 
effect redemption for those whom the Father had given to Him. This 
language gives the picture of the infinite price He paid to save those for 
whom He died.
 e. “taking the form of a bond-servant” – In the same way that in 
His preexistence with the Father Yeshua possessed the divine status 
with all of its prerogatives, so in the incarnation He assumed the status 
of a bond servant with all of its attended attributes and characteristics. 
 f. “He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross.” – This phrase shows the utter obedi-
ence of Yeshua to His Father, even an obedience that require an infinite 
reversal of His eternal state of glory, for He became the object of the 
Father’s righteous wrath against sin and sinners. When we speak in 
terms of “infinite,” we must admit that this exceeds our ability to fully 
comprehend the magnitude of Yeshua’s obedience to the Father and 
His love for all whom He would save.

2:9–11 –  For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him 
the name which is above every name, so that at the name of Yeshua EVERY 
KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and that every tongue will confess that Yeshua Messiah is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.
 a.  “Name above every name” – this is the name Yeshua ֵיׁשּוַע (ye-
shū’a) meaning “Savior,” “for He will save י�ִׁשַע (yoshia) His people from 
their sins.”
 b. The fuller context of this passage makes it clear that “every knee 
will bow” (a quote from Is 45:23) refers to everyone giving worship to 
Yeshua. Here, once again, we see the clear biblical teaching that Yesh-
ua is one with the Father and the Spirit and is “Lord,” (κύριος, kurios), 
affirming the mystery of God, Who is three persons Who are infinitely 
One. Those who deny the full, eternal deity of Yeshua and thus also 
deny the biblical doctrine and mystery of the Trinity, likewise deny the 
ability of Yeshua to be the savior of sinners.
 c. “By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness: He 
who was revealed in the flesh, was vindicated in the Spirit, seen by 
angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken 
up in glory.” (1Tim 3:16)
 d. There is no other conclusion one can reach if one is willing to let 
the inspired text speak for itself, and it is this: Yeshua, our Messiah and 
Lord, is YHVH in the flesh.
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2:12–13 – So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my 
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with 
fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work 
for His good pleasure.
 a. The on-going proof of having been granted true “saving faith” 
in Yeshua is that the believer continues to grow in sanctification, that 
is, having a life that more and more conforms to that which the Lord 
desires, in thought, words, and actions.
 b. This process of growing in holiness and having a life that ex-
emplifies that which pleases God is a cooperative effort between the 
Ruach HaKodesh and His work, and the believer’s own heart-desire 
and commitment to live righteously in this fallen world.
 c. It is in constantly submitting one’s will to do what pleases the 
Lord that the believer grows in sanctification unto Him, and thereby 
evidences the true character of one who has been “born again” unto 
eternal life.
 d. Such growth in one’s life of faith is enabled and strengthened by 
regularly feeding upon the truth of the Scriptures, by communion with 
God through prayer, submitting to the leading of the Ruach HaKodesh, 
and committing oneself to regularly being part of a believing communi-
ty. For this is where life-to-life interaction with other believers offers an 
atmosphere in which obedience to God’s instructions can be practically 
applied by serving each other in accordance with God’s commands in the 
Scriptures. “Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the Torah of  
Messiah.” (Gal 6:2)

2:15–16a – so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, chil-
dren of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, 
among whom you appear as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life….
 a. The true believer in Yeshua will live a life of on-going sanctifica-
tion, i.e., becoming more and more conformed to the will of God and to 
the image of Yeshua our Messiah, until at death the disembodied spirit 
is made perfect in holiness, and at the resurrection their body likewise 
will be conformed to the likeness of Messiah’s glory.
 b. But this process of sanctification in the believer’s life is not only 
for the believer’s own benefit but also enables the child of God to shine 
as a light for Him and for the redemption He has procured for all who 
come to Him in faith.
 c. Thus, one of the primary means by which all who confess Yesh-
ua to be their Savior are enabled to be true and valiant witnesses of His 
glory and His saving power, is by “holding fast the word of life.” The 
Scriptures contain the life-giving truth for the believer in Yeshua.
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2:19–21 – But I hope in the Lord Yeshua to send Timothy to you shortly… For 
I have no one else of kindred spirit who will genuinely be concerned for your 
welfare. For they all seek after their own interests, not those of Messiah Yeshua.
 a. Here, once again, we see the “team concept” which character-
ized Paul’s method of ministry, for Timothy is with him as a co-laborer 
in the work for which they have been sent.
 b. Paul was facing the same dilemma that we sometimes experi-
ence in the “Messianic Movement.” There are some leaders and teach-
ers who, perhaps with good intentions, strive to gain a following by ini-
tiating a “Messianic Congregation,” yet in many cases they have never 
undergone the rigor of necessary biblical education themselves. They 
use “short-cuts,” attempting to teach the meaning of the biblical text 
and pretending to work from the original languages. The result is often 
very discouraging, for they claim to find their noval teachings in the 
text of the Scriptures” when it is actually not there!
 c. In some cases, it appears that these teachers are more intent 
upon attracting a following than they are to honestly teach the Scrip-
tures and their applications to those who attend. As Paul puts it, “they 
all seek after their own interests, not those of Messiah Yeshua.

3:2–3 – Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false cir-
cumcision; for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God 
and glory in Messiah Yeshua and put no confidence in the flesh….
 a. It is the enemy’s modus operandi to seek to disrupt and discredit 
the true message of the Gospel in Yeshua by using false teachers who 
offer an attractive message which, however, is false and which there-
by undermines the true message of the Gospel, which is salvation by 
faith in Yeshua alone. “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one 
comes to the Father but through Me.” (Jn 14:6)
 b. As in his Epistle to the Galatians, so in Philippians Paul is com-
bating those who were teaching that “Jewish status” was the means by 
which a person was accepted by God. Thus, they were teaching that 
becoming a “proselyte” through a man-made ritual (which included 
circumcision for males) enabled a Gentile to gain “Jewish status,” and 
thus to be accepted within the covenant God made with Israel. So long 
as the “proselyte” continued to live out a “Jewish life” as prescribed by 
the rabbinic authorities, they were guaranteed to be accepted by God.
 c. Paul labels this as “having confidence in the flesh,” i.e., one’s 
physical lineage or “imposed lineage” by becoming a “proselyte.” But 
Paul makes it eminently clear that so-called “ethnic status” offers no 
saving reality in God’s eyes. What is more, the Scriptures are clear that 
eternal salvation comes only by faith in the person and work of Yeshua. 
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Note how Paul uses Gen 15:6 to substantiate this essential truth:

What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather accord- 
ing to the flesh, has found? For if Abraham was justified by 
works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 
For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God and 
it was counted to him as righteousness.” Now to the one who 
works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is due. 
But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who 
justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness.... 
(Rom 4:1–5)

Here Paul quotes Gen 15:6, and the Hebrew text carries an important 
reality showing that being declared righteous by God is the result of 
exercising true, saving faith. 

Then he believed in the LORD; and He reckoned it to him as 
righteousness. ְוֶהֱאִמן ַּביהָוה ַוַּיְחְׁשֶבָה ּלֹו ְצָדָקה׃ (Gen 15:6)

The crux in this important statement by Moses is this: “to what does the 
particle “it” refer?” What is “it” that God reckons to Abraham as righ-
teousness? In the Hebrew, “it” is represented by the pronominal suffix 
on the word ָחַׁשב (chāshav), “to reckon” which is the letter ה, a singular 
feminine suffix. In Hebrew, the object to which the suffix points must 
match in terms of number and gender. In this case, the pronominal 
suffix is feminine-singular. The only antecedent that is feminine-sin-
gular is what is attached to the verb ָאַמן (‘āman), “to believe,” i.e., that 
exercise of believing which is called “faith.” “Faith” is represented in 
the Hebrew by the noun ֶאמּוָנה (‘emunah), “to be trustworthy, faithful” 
and thus to show oneself to be living out what is true and right. This 
noun, ‘emunah, is the only possible object of the verb “to believe” and 
is feminine singular. Thus, when the English has “and He reckoned it 
to him as righteousness,” this is referring to Abraham’s faith. Abraham 
believed in the promised Messiah and it was his faith in Him that ren-
dered him righteous in God’s eyes.
 Paul emphasizes that eternal salvation is possible only by exercising 
saving faith in Yeshua in the following context.

…and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of 
my own derived from the Torah, but that which is through 
faith in Messiah, the righteousness which comes from God 
on the basis of faith, (3:9)
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3:10 – that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection… –
 a. What is the “power of His resurrection?
  1. First, it is obvious that resurrection is necessary only when  
   a death has occurred. Thus, the “power of His resurrection”  
   is that by His resurrection Yeshua proved Himself to have  
   the power over death. “In Him was life, and the life was the  
   Light of men.” (John 1:4)
  2. Secondly, if in His resurrection Yeshua proved beyond
   doubt  that He had conquered death, this means that He   
   also has the power to give all who are “in Him” the power
   and strength necessary to overcome sin and to live eternally  
   as trophies of His grace. For death entered into our world 
   because of sin. (Rom 5:12)
 b. How often do we set our minds upon the infinite gift God has 
given to us through His death, resurrection, ascension and interces-
sion? Do we recognize what power God has granted us, both to over-
come the “pull” of our sinful flesh and to hate the sinful “pull” of the 
world, as well as to live openly as witnesses of His love and grace?

3:13–14 – Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one 
thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 
I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Messiah 
Yeshua.
 a. Paul uses the metaphor of an Olympic footrace to describe the 
believer’s life of faith in Yeshua. He states that he has not yet “laid hold 
of it,” that is, the resurrection and the reward at the “finish line.” Then 
he emphasizes what all athletes are trained to do in a race, i.e., not to 
look back or sideways but always to keep their eye upon the finish line. 
Secondly, Paul teaches us not to dwell on our past failings or troubles, 
since God has enabled us to persevere through these trials. Thirdly 
Paul admonishes us by his own example to “press on toward the goal,” 
i.e., the finish line and the upward call of God in Messiah, that is, when 
Yeshua returns and we will forever be with the Lord.
 b. The applications for our life of faith are clearly pictured here as 
the “means of grace which God has given us in order to do well and to 
finish “the race” well.
  1. the Scriptures
  2. prayer
  3. the fellowship of believers in a local assembly
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3:20 – For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a 
Savior, the Lord Messiah.
 a. We must constantly live as those who are promised an eternity 
with our Savior in all of His glory.
 b. Such attention to the final goal of the race enables us all the more 
to live a valiant testimony for Him in the time of our earthly dwelling. 
Paul does not teach us to be “so heavenly minded that we are of no 
earthly good!” No, with our eyes upon the prize of our eternal destiny, 
secured for us by Yeshua, we should be all the more ready constantly to 
bear witness of His grace and mercy to a watching world.

4:4 – Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!
 a. The source of our joy is God Himself, that is, the saving work 
He has accomplished through Yeshua and the inevitable reality that all 
whom He redeems are guaranteed eternity with Him since the Ruach 
HaKodesh has been given as the “down payment” (ἀρραβῶν, arrabōn) of 
our inheritance, and thus our eternity in the very presence of God is 
guaranteed. (cf. 2Cor 1:21–22; 5:5; Eph 1:13–14)
 b. What does Paul mean by teaching us that we should “rejoice in 
the Lord always?” Clearly he does not mean that we never should ex-
perience “sorrow,” for the Scriptures themselves instruct us to “weep 
with those who weep” (Rom 12:15). Thus Paul is not using the term 
“rejoice” to simply describe the human emotion of “happiness.” 
 c. Rather, what Paul enjoins upon us is the exercise of our faith and 
thus the unmovable reality that God is in control and will bring about 
His sovereign will, including the means by which those who are His 
will persevere through whatever trials they may face, and do so for His 
glory.
 d. Thus, to “rejoice in the Lord always” means to take courage as 
well as joy in knowing that even in the most difficult of times, God will 
sustain all who are His and enable them to persevere whatever life may 
bring, and to do so for His glory. Soli Deo Gloria, – May our whole life be 
for the glory of God.

4: 7– And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Messiah Yeshua.
 a. The “peace of God” is the shalom which He possesses and gifts 
to those who are His, as Paul teaches us in Rom 5:1.

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Yeshua Messiah. (Rom 5:1)

 b. The peace which God promises to the believer in Yeshua, expe-
rienced through a growing faith in who God is and what He has done 
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to redeem those who are His, is that which guards the heart and mind 
of the believer, for by faith we believe that God is able to do all that He 
has promised, regardless of what may be our current circumstances.

4: 8– Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there 
is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things.
 a. Paul’s admonition here is an inspired reminder that we should 
guard ourselves from the constant desire of the unbelieving world to 
“peddle godless ideas” in order to gain more followers/customers, etc. 
Surely we are not to isolate ourselves from the world as has been the 
custom of some “religious clerics.” But rather, we are to have the “mind 
of Messiah” by which we are enabled to accurately assess and avoid 
those things about which the enemy would want to change our per-
spective into accepting that which God hates.
 b. Paul gives us the antidote by which we are enabled to be “in the 
world but not of the world.” And this antidote is to fill our minds and 
our lives with what is “honorable,” “righteous,” “pure,” “lovely,” “of 
good repute,” “that which is excellent,” and “that which is worthy of 
praise.”

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what 
the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and per-
fect. (Rom 12:2)

4:13 – I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.
 a. The “all things” is obviously those things given to Paul to do. 
And we may apply the same truth to our lives as well. This is because 
the phrase “through Him” is actually “in Him” in the Greek. Our union 
with the Messiah Yeshua, that we are “in Him,” is that which enables 
us to carry out His will for us. For He would never lead us to do His 
bidding without also enabling us to complete what He has given us to 
do.
 b. As believers in Yeshua grow in understanding and application 
of the Scriptures, walking by the power of the Ruach and increasingly 
conforming their lives to that which pleases Him, the child of God is 
strengthened to fulfill the very life for which he or she has been creat-
ed, i.e., to glorify God in all aspects of one’s life.
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4:19– And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory 
in Messiah Yeshua.
 a. Having shown his great thankfulness to the Philippian commu-
nity for sending that which he needed and helping him to maintain 
his life in the Roman prison in which he was incarcerated, Paul now 
encourages the Philippian believers that God would likewise supply all 
of their needs as they depend upon Him and serve Him.
 b. Note that Paul refers to God as “my God.” He apparently does 
so because it is well known that, being held in prison, he would not be 
able to help the Philippian community by being with them, but that the 
God who has supplied his needs through their loving assistance will, 
in the same way, supply their needs as they serve Him and trust Him 
to meet their needs.

4:20 – Now to our God and Father be the glory forever and ever Amen.
 a. As we would expect, Paul comes to the conclusion of this great 
Epistle by emphasizing once again, that all we are and all we do or 
hope to do in this life, ought to be done with the ultimate goal of giving 
God the glory He so much deserves.
 b. Surely this characterized Paul’s perspective, for he had learned 
to be content in whatever situation he found himself, as he writes to 
the Philippians: “Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be 
content in whatever circumstances I am. (Phil 4:11) 
 c. May we who are born from above by the Ruach, through the 
eternal work of our Savior Yeshua, and the love of our heavenly Father, 
learn the same wonderful lesson of contentment in Him!

For from Him and through Him
and to Him are all things.

To Him be the glory forever. Amen.
(Rom 11:36)


