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exceedingly great toward the south, toward the east, and to-
ward the Beautiful Land. It grew up to the host of heaven and 
caused some of the host and some of the stars to fall to the 
earth, and it trampled them down. It even magnified itself to 
be equal with the Commander of the host; and it removed the 
regular sacrifice from Him, and the place of His sanctuary 
was thrown down. (Dan 8:9–11)

 We read in the Apocrypha an account of Antiochus which strength-
ens the fact that he was, indeed, a foreshadow of the anti-messiah.

And the king [Antiochus] wrote to his whole kingdom that 
all should be as one people, and every one should abandon 
his customs. And all the heathen agreed to the command-
ment of the king. Yea, many of the Israelites found pleasure in 
his religion, and sacrificed unto idols, and profaned the sab-
bath. And the king sent letters by messengers unto Jerusalem 
and the cities of Judah, that they should follow the foreign 
customs of the land, and keep burnt offerings, and sacrific-
es, and drink offerings out of the sanctuary; and that they 
should profane the sabbaths and festival days; and pollute 
sanctuary and priests; build altars, and groves, and idol tem-
ples, and sacrifice swine’s flesh, and unclean animals; that 
they should also leave their sons uncircumcised, make their 
souls abominable with all manner of uncleanness and prof-
anation: to the end they might forget the law, and change all 
the ordinances. And whosoever would not do according to 
the commandments of the king, he should die. 

 Even as ancient rulers portrayed themselves as divine beings, so the 
anti-messiah will seek to be accepted as divine by proclaiming himself 
as God. And there seems to be no doubt that he will be enabled by the 
evil one and all of his demons.

5–7 Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was tell-
ing you these things? And you know what restrains him now, so that 
in his time he will be revealed. For the mystery of lawlessness is al-
ready at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken 
out of the way.

 Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you 
these thing? – Here Paul uses the first person singular “I” rather than the 
plural “we” as found in the opening of 2Thess 1:3 as well as throughout 
Paul’s first epistle to the Thessalonian community (40 times). In this 
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second epistle to the Thessalonian community, He will use the singular 
“I” again in 3:17. In doing so he is not dismissing the value of co-work-
ers, Silvanus and Timothy,1 but is emphasizing his own duties as an 
apostle commissioned by Yeshua Himself. For in his first epistle to the 
Corinthian believers, he states the following:

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also re-
ceived, that Messiah died for our sins according to the Scrip-
tures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared 
to Cephas, then to the twelve. After that He appeared to 
more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom 
remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; then He ap-
peared to James, then to all the apostles; and last of all, as to 
one untimely born, He appeared to me also. (1Cor 15:3–8)

 Paul’s encounter with Yeshua Himself is recorded in Acts 9.

As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching 
Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 
him; and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to 
him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” And he said, 
“Who are You, Lord?” And He said, “I am Yeshua whom you 
are persecuting, but get up and enter the city, and it will be 
told you what you must do.” The men who traveled with him 
stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. Saul 
got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he 
could see nothing; and leading him by the hand, they brought 
him into Damascus. (Acts 9:3–8)

And in the following context of Acts 9 we read:

Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and 
the Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, 
“Here I am, Lord.” And the Lord said to him, “Get up and 
go to the street called Straight, and inquire at the house of 
Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying, 
and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in 
and lay his hands on him, so that he might regain his sight.” 
But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about 
this man, how much harm he did to Your saints at Jerusalem;
and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all 
who call on Your name.” But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he 
is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the 

1 Cf. 1Thess 3:2, 6.
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Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; for I will show him 
how much he must suffer for My name’s sake.” (Acts 9:10–16)

 The continuing context of God’s appearing to Ananias gives the no-
tice of God’s miraculous healing of Saul, for Ananias obeyed the com-
mand of the Lord and went to the house of Saul as he was instructed.

So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his 
hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Yeshua who 
appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me 
so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” And immediately something like scales fell from his 
eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was bap-
tized; and taking food, he was strengthened. (Acts 9:17–19)

 Following the miraculous healing by which Saul (i.e., Paul) regained 
his sight, he was baptized and began to proclaim Yeshua in the syna-
gogues, saying “He is the Son of God,” which caused great amazement 
to many who said,

Is this not he who in Jerusalem destroyed those who called on 
this Name, and who had come here for the purpose of bring-
ing them bound before the chief priests?” (Acts 9:21)

 Now, in our immediate text of 2Thess 2, Paul is reminding his read-
ers of things he taught previously when he was there among them, 
namely, that the promise of Yeshua’s return would surely be kept but 
that the exact time of His return, i.e., “the day of the Lord,” has not been 
revealed.

Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no 
need of anything to be written to you. For you yourselves 
know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a 
thief in the night. (1Thess 5:1–2)

 6 - And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he will be 
revealed. – The words of the NASB, “what restrains,” translate the Greek 
τὸ κατέχον (to katexon), which in the Greek is a neuter participle, referring 
therefore to the “event,” i.e., the restraining of the enemy so that God’s 
ordained purpose is achieved. Obviously, the “power” or “force,” which 
brings about the restraint is clearly the omnipotent power and purpose 
of God Himself, for no other power in the universe could fully restrain 
the enemy of God other than God Himself. Here, once again, we rec-
ognize that God and God alone is the One Who controls all things and 
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He does so in order that His ordained purposes will ultimately come to 
fruition. Indeed, only the sovereign and infinite power of God would 
ever be able to maintain complete control of the events of the universe. 
This obviously means He has ultimate control over His enemy, the dev-
il, who, if left unrestrained would surely do all in his power to defeat 
God and His people. Yet God alone is the sovereign over all and has 
ordained that the enemy would never be able to act independently but 
would, under the rule of God, even be used to accomplish His divine 
purposes. Granted, this is beyond mankind’s ability to fully compre-
hend, for such recognition and acceptance of God’s eternal purposes, 
brought to reality by His sovereign and omnipotent power, can only 
be secured and owned through the exercise of faith. As we read in the 
book of Hebrews:

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the very evi-
dence of things not seen (i.e, not fully understood or able ful-
ly to explain). (Heb 11:1)

 You know what restrains him now – Paul’s point in stating that the 
believer “knows what restrains him now,” emphasizes the fact that all 
who are truly born again are enabled, by the work of the indwelling  
Ruach and the gift of saving faith, to grow in the exercise and applica-
tion of their faith and thus constantly to be strengthened in their ability 
to apply the truth of God’s word to all aspects of their daily lives. Of 
course, this means that one of the essential qualities of all who have 
truly exercised the gift of saving faith in Yeshua is a growing desire to 
know Him better, applying His truths to all aspects of their lives, and 
thus to live in a way that honors Him.  It is in this way that the child of 
God is enabled to grow strong in faith, to thereby resist the enemy and 
thus to be a living witness of God’s redemptive power, shining as lights 
of His grace in this dark world.

No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to 
man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempt-
ed beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will 
provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to 
endure it. (1Cor 10:13)

 Such genuine saving faith will be a growing faith that is constant-
ly strengthened and will likewise produce a true desire to be serving 
Him when He comes.

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all 
men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires 
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and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age,
looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of 
our great God and Savior, Messiah Yeshua, who gave Himself 
for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for 
Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good 
deeds. (Titus 2:11–14) 

 Thus, it is clear that the only power in the universe that could re-
strain the enemy and the one he empowers to do his bidding, i.e., the 
“man of lawlessness,” is God Himself. And thus the indwelling Spirit 
of God is the One Who will sovereignly control and restrain the an-
ti-messiah so as ultimately to defeat him and cause his evil agenda to 
fail.
 … so that in his time he will be revealed. – Surely speculation about 
the identity of the “man of lawlessness” (cf. v. 3) has been a discussion 
that has filled a great many pages of commentaries and books. But it 
seems clear when all of the biblical texts on this subject are compared, 
that God has not given to us sufficient criteria to pinpoint “who” will 
fill this role, nor exactly the time-frame when this “man of sin” will be 
revealed.
 Thus Paul simply writes: “in his time” (ἐν τῷ ἑαυτοῦ καιρῷ), i.e., when 
he is known and carries out his “war” against the followers of Yeshua 
and against the message of the gospel. Many have attempted to “pin-
point” the time of his appearance upon his “earthly stage,” but all such 
attempts are simply speculative. Therefore, the primary point Paul is 
making in our text is that we all, throughout all of our generations, 
must be mindful of the fact that the enemy is constantly at work to 
undermine the gospel message, centered as it is in Yeshua, and such 
attempts will, in the end, apparently be on a global scale.
 In all of this we must remember an important truth given to us in 
the inspired Scriptures:

But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that 
with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thou-
sand years like one day. The Lord is not slow about His prom-
ise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 
wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the 
heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be 
destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will 
be burned up. (2Pet 3:8–10)
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 7 – For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now 
restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way.

 The phrase “mystery of lawlessness” is found only here in the Apos-
tolic Scriptures and therefore is difficult to interpret. But it is clear that 
the “mystery” is contained in the fact that the exact time of Yeshua’s 
promised return has not been revealed, and thus it may well be that 
the “mystery of lawlessness” relates to the question of why God allows 
lawlessness to prevail in such large proportions over mankind.
 Yet a great majority of commentators on this verse admit that its 
interpretation is very difficult, if not entirely hidden and therefore im-
possible to be certain regarding its full meaning until world events oc-
cur which reveal its divinely intended message.
 Still, it seems most likely that Paul’s intent was, first, to show that 
those who were teaching that the return of Yeshua had already tak-
en place were woefully in error and second, to emphasize that there 
would be, in the eschaton, a growing worldly “lawlessness” culminat-
ing in the appearance of the “man of lawlessness,” i.e., the anti-Messiah 
(antichrist). 
 …only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way – 
 Much ink has been spilled in attempts to uncover the meaning of 
this phrase, and identifying the subject of the phrase: “he who now 
restrains…he is taken out of the way.” Some have considered that the 
subject referred to here in the singular is that of established govern-
ments, for surely the Scriptures teach that we are to be subject to those 
who have the rule over us, for it is by established laws that society is 
enable to maintain.

Every person is to be in subjection to the governing author-
ities. For there is no authority except from God, and those 
which exist are established by God. (Rom 13:1)

 Indeed, when the anti-Messiah appears, from all that we know, he 
will usurp authority over established governments and require all to 
accept his rulings and laws. Referring to the anti-Messiah, we read in 
Revelation:

It was also given to him to make war with the saints and to 
overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people 
and tongue and nation was given to him. All who dwell on 
the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not 
been written from the foundation of the world in the book of 
life of the Lamb who has been slain. (Rev 13:7-8)
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 While many in the past have sought to “unravel” the multiple pos-
sible aspects of biblical prophecy relating to the end-times, there still 
is much that remains a mystery, yet to be made known only when the 
final days of the universe are near at hand. But what we can be sure of 
is this: all is in God’s control and we therefore are called to strengthen 
our faith, to know the Scriptures, and to serve the Lord in all aspects of 
our lives and to shine in this dark world as lights of His grace. In so do-
ing, we must utilize every possible means of grace, to be strengthened 
in our faith and dedicated to serve our Lord in all aspects of our lives.


