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23 – Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your 
spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of 
our Lord Yeshua Messiah.

 As Paul brings to conclusion his first epistle to the Thessalonian 
community, he begins with what could be called a “benediction” or an 
“invocation,” i.e., a prayer seeking God’s provision and blessing upon 
the community of believers who would receive his letter. This general 
way of concluding an epistle sent to a believing community was fairly 
common for Paul. Note the following:

Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen. (Rom 15:33) 

The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The 
grace of our Lord Yeshua be with you. (Rom 16:20)

The things you have learned and received and heard and 
seen in me, practice these things, and the God of peace will 
be with you. (Phil 4:9)

Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the 
great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eter-
nal covenant, even Yeshua our Lord, equip you in every good 
thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing 
in His sight, through Yeshua Messiah, to whom be the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. (Heb 13:20-21)

 Obviously the primary emphasis in referring to God as “the God 
of peace” is that it is through His sovereign and all powerful majesty 
and will that He is able and determined to bring all those who are His 
into an eternal relationship with Himself, a relationship of peace and 
love. This divine “sanctification” means that by His power and love He 
would bring about that which is impossible for any one to accomplish 
by means of their own strength. Only the “God of peace”1 can do such 
a work, for it requires divine power and ability. What is more, in the 
infinite holiness of God, for a fallen human being who is characterized 
by sin and rebellion against Him to become fully acceptable for friend-
ship with Him, requires that payment for the sin must be made. What 
is more, the value of the payment must be infinite, for sin against the 
infinitely holy God is itself an infinite transgression. Therefore we see 
that the “God of peace” is equally the “God of love,” for only He could 

1 Cf., Rom. 15:33; 16:20; 2 Cor. 13:11; Phil. 4:9; 2 Thess. 3:16; Heb. 13:20.
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pay the infinite price required to redeem sinners and to make them 
holy in His sight. And this He did by giving Himself Who alone is in-
finite in life and thus able to pay the infinite debt for sinners by “giving 
His life” as a ransom for those He would redeemed unto Himself.

For you know the grace of our Lord Yeshua Messiah, that 
though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so 
that you through His poverty might become rich. (1Cor 8:9)

 … sanctify you entirely; – The verb “sanctify” (ἁγιάζω, hagiazō) means 
to “make someone or something suitable…,” and within the realm of 
God’s infinite holiness, to “be accepted by Him as fully holy.” This is 
possible only if the penalty for sin has been fully paid and the redeemed 
individual has been endowed with a “new heart” leading and enabling 
the redeemed one ultimately to honor the One Who had redeemed 
them. Such a renewed relationship with one’s Creator inevitably fosters 
a renewed relationship with others who are likewise members of “the 
body of Messiah,” i.e., the ekklesia. The ability to forgive even as one has 
been forgiven is surely one of the many things that characterizes a true 
believer in Yeshua, as Paul teaches in his epistle to the Ephesians.

Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, 
just as God in Messiah also has forgiven you. (Eph 4:32)

His point is that if we have been truly redeemed and have experienced 
the infinite love of God in paying the infinite price for our sins, then we 
should show our utter gratitude by forgiving others even as God has 
forgiven us. What is more, the indwelling Spirit of God Who indwells 
all true believers in Yeshua, enables the believer to forgive as the re-
deemed person submits more and more to Him. 

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you 
are not your own? For you have been bought with a price: 
therefore glorify God in your body. (1Cor 6:19–20)

This emphasizes the fact that ultimately the true mark of being re-
deemed by God’s grace is that redeemed individuals constantly make 
progress in becoming more and more “set apart unto God” as seen in 
all aspects of their lives. Surely this is a process which requires putting 
to death the deeds and desires of the fallen nature (the “flesh”) and 
submitting to the Ruach to please Him in every area of life.
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 Such growth in spiritual strength enables the believer to accomplish 
a growing sanctification, which requires a willing and on-going obedi-
ence to God’s revealed will. This likewise requires regular application 
of the Scriptures to one’s own life, consistent gathering and worshiping 
within a local community of believers, and seeking to be a living wit-
ness to others of God’s saving love and power. Even as an athlete gains 
victory in the competition in which he or she engages, and does so 
having become proficient in the given sport or competition they enter, 
so the believer in Yeshua must constantly be “in training” in order to 
experience “victory” in the battles that engage the soul.

Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but 
only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may 
win. (1Cor 9:24)

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have 
kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 
award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all 
who have loved His appearing. (2Tim 4:7–8)

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses sur-
rounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the 
sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endur-
ance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Yeshua, 
the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before 
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God. (Heb 12:1–2)

 … and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete – The 
word translated “complete” (ὁλόκληρον, holoklāron) by the NASB, is actu-
ally put first in the clause (καὶ ὁλόκληρον ὑμῶν τὸ πνεῦμα καὶ ἡ ψυχὴ καὶ τὸ 
σῶμα) in the Greek of our text, thus placing emphasis upon the idea of 
“complete” or “without defect” in terms of the believer’s life being lived 
out for the glory of God.
 While various positions have arisen in seeking to identify the pri-
mary sense of “spirit,” “soul,” and “body,” it seems quite evident that 
“spirit” (τὸ πνεῦμα, to pneuma) is the “life force,” i.e., that which identifies 
“living” as opposed to “deceased,” physically represented by “breath-
ing” as contrasted with “no breath.” The “soul”  (ψυχὴ, psuxā) is often 
considered the locus of one’s ability to think and to make decisions, 
perhaps in this context, to discern between “good from evil,” and thus, 
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to live righteously in union with God’s holiness. The “body” is used 
here of being created in the “image of God” and therefore, by His pow-
er and grace, to live in a way that honors Him, not only in thought and 
intentions, but in one’s physical actions and life-style.
 …be preserved complete – Here Paul emphasizes the reality of the per-
severance of all true believers, for if God has truly redeemed the sinner 
through faith in Yeshua and the indwelling presence of the Ruach, then 
none whom God has truly redeemed in accordance with His sovereign 
will and choosing, will ever be lost, as Paul makes clear in his epistle to 
the Romans as well as his epistle to the Ephesians. Note the “unbreak-
able chain” of truth in these texts.

For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become 
conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the 
firstborn among many brethren; and these whom He predes-
tined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also jus-
tified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified. (Rom 
8:29–30)

He predestined us to adoption as sons through Yeshua Mes-
siah to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, to 
the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed 
on us in the Beloved. (Eph 1:5–6)

In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, having been 
predestined according to His purpose who works all things 
after the counsel of His will, to the end that we who were the 
first to hope in Messiah would be to the praise of His glory. 
(Eph 1:10-12)

 …without blame at the coming of our Lord Yeshua Messiah. – Once again, 
Paul uses language which emphasizes the “entirety” by which the be-
liever in Yeshua is eternally redeemed. For the believer in Yeshua, all sin 
as been cleansed and wiped away in the “record book” of the Almighty. 
This helps further to explain what Paul means by the previous phrase 
that the redeemed person would “be preserved complete,” meaning 
that those who are “in Yeshua” have been endowed with “eternal life,” 
never to be separated from God.
 Surely there are those who argue that to believe this glorious truth 
would inevitably cause those who are “marked as believers” to live 
fulfilling their own sinful desires since they are already “in” when it 
comes to eternal life and thus have no concern about “hell.” But, of 
course, this perspective is totally off the mark. For not only is the true 
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believer in Yeshua indwelt by the Ruach Who ultimately assures an 
ongoing growth in sanctification, but there has come a true and dra-
matic change in the one who has been forgiven and redeemed by God’s 
loving grace. Moreover, those who consider the doctrine of “eternal se-
curity” to be wrong argue that to have such security would inevitably 
cause a person to think that he or she could live an unholy life and still 
be “on the list “ of those eternally redeemed. 
 What this errant perspective entirely misses is that those who have 
been truly redeemed via the work of the Ruach, granting saving faith 
and indwelling the believer in Yeshua, is this: the motivation to grow 
in one’s faith and in all of God’s grace He has promised, is one of over-
whelming love for Him. The one who is truly redeemed and granted 
eternal life, as well as the comfort and power of the indwelling Spirit, 
has a growing desire to please the One Who has paid the infinite price, 
via Yeshua’s death, and thus to bring that one to be forever His, and 
ultimately to bring those He has redeemed to live eternally with Him. 
Such love, stirred and enlarged by the Ruach in the heart of the be-
liever, guarantees an on-going desire to grow in holiness and in one’s 
ability to live a life that extols God’s abundant grace and love, even in 
this fallen world.

We have come to know and have believed the love which God 
has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides 
in God, and God abides in him. By this, love is perfected with 
us, so that we may have confidence in the day of judgment; 
because as He is, so also are we in this world. (1Jn 4:16–17)

 Moreover, it is the sure promise that Yeshua is coming again, that 
gives the believer a genuine desire to always be serving Him and antic-
ipating His coming. Just to realize and know assuredly that He is com-
ing causes the true believer in Him to live with that wonderful reality 
in mind, striving for the goal to be with Him, the very One Who gave 
His life to redeem us.

Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, 
fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at 
the revelation of Yeshua Messiah. (1Pet 1:13)

24 – Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass. – The Scrip-
tures are clear that God initiates the call to Himself, for in a spiritual sense, 
the unbeliever is “dead in trespasses and sin,” (Eph 2:1).  The obvious point 
of this verse in Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians is that when a person comes to 
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faith in Yeshua, they are not doing so of their own strength, for a dead person 
can do nothing. Note also the further context of Eph 2.

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with 
which He loved us, even when we were dead in our trans-
gressions, made us alive together with Messiah (by grace you 
have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us 
with Him in the heavenly places in Messiah Yeshua, so that 
in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches 
of His grace in kindness toward us in Messiah Yeshua. For 
by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so 
that no one may boast. (Eph 2:4–9)

This text likewise emphasizes the utter inability of the sinner to come 
to accept God’s gift of salvation apart from Him drawing the one who is 
“dead in transgressions” by first giving them a desire to repent and to 
seek God, and then granting the gift of faith (Eph 2:8-10) by which the 
grace of God in forgiveness is granted. It is then that the Ruach begins 
His work of sanctification and the result is eternal life, an eternity spent 
with the One Who is the redeemer.

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so 
that no one may boast. (Eph 2:8–9)

 Clearly Paul is, once again, emphasizing in our text that salvation 
of a lost sinner begins with God calling, that is, bringing the sinner to 
recognize their need and giving them the desire and ability to reach 
out to God and to receive the grand gift of His forgiveness, purchased 
by the infinite price paid by Yeshua Himself in dying for all whom He 
would redeem.
 …and He also will bring it to pass. – Here, once again, we see the 
Scriptures giving us a clear and undeniable statement of God’s utter 
sovereignty and power to bring to reality that which He has ordained. 
None of those for whom Yeshua died will be lost, for His death was an 
actual, not merely a potential, payment for sin. And in His holiness, 
God would never require payment twice for what has already been 
purchased.


