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5 For this reason, when I could endure it no longer, I also sent to find 
out about your faith, for fear that the tempter might have tempted 
you, and our labor would be in vain.

 For this reason – Paul now gives his primary reason for sending Tim-
othy back to Thessalonica in order to retrieve a current report of their 
life of faith. He sincerely wanted and even needed to know how the 
Thessalonian believers were doing and especially to gain an assess-
ment of their current life of faith.
 …when I could endure it no longer– Paul here reveals his own deep 
passion for those to whom God had sent him, bringing the life-saving 
message of the gospel in Yeshua. In so doing, he models the true heart 
of a pastor or shepherd, expressing the deep care for those to whom he 
was privileged to bring the gospel of Yeshua and to help them under-
stand and grow in their walk with Him.
 It was not as though he lacked faith in God to accomplish His sover-
eign work, but that he “could endure it no longer” reveals a true heart 
of love and compassion for the Thessalonian believers. Rather than 
viewing the call of God as primarily providing him with authority and 
status, Paul saw himself as a servant of Yeshua, longing to bring the 
glorious message of the salvation Yeshua had accomplished to those 
who were lost in their sin.
 That Paul “could endure no longer” without receiving first-hand in-
formation as to their current status in no way contradicts what he wrote 
in 1:4, “…knowing your election.” Rather, having been forced to leave, 
Paul expresses the true heart of a shepherd who, knowing for certain to 
whom the sheep belong, still is intent on securing their welfare. What 
is more, Paul is concerned about how they are enduring under the cur-
rent persecution they doubtlessly were experiencing.
 … for fear that the tempter might have tempted you – The questions Paul 
has in his mind are well articulated by Hendriksen:

Will the genuine character of the faith of the Thessalonians be 
proved by their willingness to endure tribulation for the sake 
of Christ? Will they understand that this tribulation is not 
contrary to God’s plan but in accordance with it?1 

We know that the ultimate mark of genuine faith is that of persever-

1 William Hendricksen, New Testament Commentary: Exposition of Thessalo-
nians (Baker Academic, 1955), p. 86. 
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ance. So it is this that Paul is intent upon knowing, and thus a prima-
ry reason for sending Timothy back to Thessalonica in order that he 
would bring back an eye-witness report of how the recent believers 
in that community were persevering under the harsh persecution to 
which they undoubtedly were being subjected.
 Yeshua, speaking about the tribulation that comes at the end of 
earth’s history, taught:

At that time many will fall away and will betray one another 
and hate one another. Many false prophets will arise and will 
mislead many. Because lawlessness is increased, most peo-
ple’s love will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end, 
he will be saved. (Matt 24:10–13)

 Though Paul undoubtedly was convinced that many of the Thes-
salonians who professed faith in Yeshua were genuine in their com-
mitment, the proof would be how they were enabled by God’s grace to 
persevere, even under difficult times of persecution.
 Once again, the application of our text relates to our own persever-
ance in the faith. Are we utilizing the “means of grace” given to us by 
God and are we thereby growing stronger in our faith? We need not 
fear that if we were to come under real persecution that we might be 
unable to persevere, for God has promised that He will enable all who 
are His to stand firm in the faith.

No temptation [testing] has overtaken you but such as is com-
mon to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to 
be tempted [tested] beyond what you are able, but with the 
temptation [testing] will provide the way of escape also, so 
that you will be able to endure it. (1Cor 10:13)

6 But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us 
good news of your faith and love, and that you always think kindly 
of us, longing to see us just as we also long to see you,

 But now – (Ἄρτι δὲ, arti de) – Paul first emphasizes the time-frame, 
indicating that Timothy has now returned from the Thessalonian com-
munity to join Paul and Silvanus who were in Corinth.
 …Timothy has come to us from you – The fact that Timothy has come 
to Corinth, bearing a first-hand report of the spiritual health of the be-
lieving community in Thessalonica, must have been a great joy and 
comfort for Paul. For those who are placed by God’s hand in positions 
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of leadership and teaching bear the responsibility to teach the truth of 
God’s word accurately and to do all in their power to see that those they 
shepherd grow in understanding the truth of God and are progressing 
in their ability to live out the truth they have received.
 … has brought us good news of your faith and love – Paul expands on the 
meaning of this phrase in the following context, but what makes this 
news which Timothy brought so important is the fact that the believers 
in Thessalonica were being persecuted for their faith. Yet even in spite 
of such persecution, they were standing firm in the faith, the proof 
of which was “love,” i.e.,  remaining bound to each other as united in 
their faith in Yeshua, maintaining and even enhancing community life, 
being established, guided, and strengthened by God’s grace.
 In this regard, it is sad that in our own times, even though such 
persecution of believers as the Thessalonian community experienced 
is minimal, many believing communities struggle to maintain unity 
and to work out their differences. It is when such unity is made a top 
priority in order to build one another up in the faith, that we are able to 
present to a watching world a true example of the love of God by which 
they have been redeemed.

In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us 
and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, 
if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. (1Jn 
4:10–11)

 Don’t be led astray! Many voices appeal to us in our times. Some 
come with clever arguments; others with “newly discovered secrets” 
in the text of Scripture. Still other voices appeal to the long history of 
the Sages and the wisdom contained in their writings. But in a world 
where many voices come to us, calling us this way or that, the Bible 
itself stands as our sure guide and standard.
 As an example, how can one discover if a stick is straight or crook-
ed? By putting a stick known to be straight next to it. So we are called, 
once again, to the sure and eternal word of God. And what does it say 
to us, time and time again, regarding how God forgives sins? That He 
forgives on the basis of the eternal and sufficient payment for sins made 
by His own Son Yeshua, in His death for us upon the execution stake. 
And if we are willing to view the Scriptures as a whole, we see how the 
sacrifices of the Tanach foreshadowed and revealed the ultimate sacri-
fice in the Lamb of God.
 Loving others with the same kind of love by which God loved us 
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means both being able to forgive others and to do so in the same way 
that God has forgiven and loved us. And thus, everyone who is truly 
born again by faith in Yeshua has experienced the infinite love and 
forgiveness granted to us by God Himself, and the more we come to 
know and experience the forgiveness of God ourselves, the more we 
are enabled to forgive others and to help maintain unity within our 
own local community of faith.
 … and that you always think kindly of us, longing to see us just as we also 
long to see you – Having undergone persecution for their faith in Yeshua, 
one could imagine that there may have been those in the Thessalonian 
community who wished Paul and his helpers had never shown up in 
their city. But this was not the case, for the good report which Timo-
thy brought had made it clear to Paul that the believing community in 
Thessalonica held him and his workers as truly being messengers of 
life to them, and that they held them in high regard.
 … always think kindly of us – The Greek (ὅτι ἔχετε μνείαν ἡμῶν ἀγαθὴν 
πάντοτε) is woodenly translated “that having remembrance of us as al-
ways good.” In light of the persecution the Thessalonian believers ex-
perienced, and Timothy’s report that they were grateful and considered 
themselves blessed by the life-changing message of the gospel which 
Paul and his helpers brought to them, we see once again the mark of 
true saving faith, which is perseverance in the faith. Those whom God 
truly saves will inevitably persevere in that faith and will, by God’s 
enabling, remain valiant in the faith regardless of what circumstances 
may come upon them. As Yeshua Himself taught:

All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one 
who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out. For I have come 
down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of 
Him who sent Me. This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of 
all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the 
last day. For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who 
beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, 
and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.” (Jn 6:37–40)

 … longing to see us just as we also long to see you – Surely Timothy 
had made it clear to Paul that the believers in Thessalonica genuinely 
hoped that Paul and his colleagues would return to be with them. This 
strongly indicates that they had a genuine, spiritual hunger to progress 
in their understanding of the gospel and its foundation for living out 
their life of faith. Such camaraderie is the work of the Ruach in the life 
of every true believer, for having truly experienced the love of God, the 
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believer is enabled to love others with strength and insight as he or she 
is led and enabled by what the Ruach gives.

7–8 for this reason, brethren, in all our distress and affliction we 
were comforted about you through your faith; for now we really live, 
if you stand firm in the Lord.

 The long opening clause of v. 6 being completed, we now are given 
the primary sentence which reveals the joy that Paul and his helpers 
have experienced by receiving the good report given by Timothy.
 … for this reason, (διὰ τοῦτο, dia touto)…,  – The NASB adds the word 
“reason,” for this is surely understood by the words “for this,” where 
the demonstrative “this” points back to the previous context.
 Next, the NASB (quoted above) rearranges the sentence so that it 
makes for a clearer understanding in the English. The actual order of 
the words in this opening clause, as seen in the Greek text itself is: 

“for this reason, we were comforted, brethren, about you, re-
garding all of our distress and affliction on account of your 
faith.”

Thus Paul puts “we were comforted” in the beginning of the clause, 
which therefore emphasizes it. His point is that he and his colleagues 
were truly rejoicing to know that the believing community in Thessalo-
nica had demonstrated steadfast perseverance in their faith in Yeshua. 
And how did they show such perseverance? By nurturing and caring 
for one another in their community and remaining as a united witness 
of God’s grace and power in the salvation procured by Yeshua and ap-
plied by the Ruach.
 … through your faith; – The Greek has διὰ τῆς ὑμῶν πίστεως which is 
understood to mean “on account of your faith.” The word for “faith” is 
πίστεως (pisteōs) which is the genitive singular of the noun πιστις (pistis) 
and here clearly means “faithfulness,” for it is through living in obe-
dience to God’s word that a person is truly recognized as being born 
again, having sought forgiveness from God by confessing one’s sin, 
along with asking forgiveness of others against whom one has sinned. 
In short, perseverance in becoming more and more like Yeshua is the 
genuine mark of being born again to a new life in Yeshua. Surely the 
believers in Thessalonica were evidencing such genuine faith in Yesh-
ua by having their lives transformed in obedience to Him and to His 
word.
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 … for now we really live – The opening phrase, “for now we live” 
ὅτι νῦν ζῶμεν (hoti nun zōmen) does not add the word “really” as in the 
NASB translation. But the word “really” does fit the context because 
Paul must mean something like what F. F. Bruce suggests as the mean-
ing of this text:

… the news of your unwavering faith and love is the very 
breath of life to us. After their anxiety over the Thessalonians 
Paul and the others felt great relief; they could now breathe 
freely. Paul’s concern for his converts and sense of oneness 
with them breathes through all his correspondence. When 
they were led astray, he was indignant; when they slipped 
back, he was distressed; when they showed evidence of living 
lives worthy of the gospel, he was overjoyed.1

For Paul and his companions, to see the work of the Lord in the lives of 
those people to whom they had ministered, was to give true affirma-
tion that the Lord was pleased to use their efforts and teaching to open 
the door for genuine saving faith to many of those to whom they had 
ministered. Yet the good news which Timothy gave, while being an 
uplifting notice to Paul, was not, in and of itself, sufficient, as the final 
phrase of v. 8 makes clear.
 … if you stand firm in the Lord. – Here, once again, we see the inspired 
words of Scripture teaching us that perseverance in the faith is one of 
the essential marks that one’s faith is genuine and not simply “playing 
religion.” This truth is clearly taught in the Scriptures.

Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I 
preached to you, which also you received, in which also you 
stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word 
which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. (1Cor 
15:1–2)

But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through 
Him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Messiah Yeshua our Lord. (Rom 8:37–39)

Surely there may be times of weakness and allowing oneself to be lured 

1 F. F. Bruce, 1&2 Thessalonians in The Word Bible Commentary, p. 67.
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into sin, but the child of God whom He has chosen for Himself will in-
evitably return and repent, and be restored to a place of fellowship with 
his or her Redeemer. One book gives this definition of perseverance.

The doctrine of the perseverance of the saints does not main-
tain that all who profess the Christian faith are certain of heav-
en. It is saints—those who are set apart by the Spirit—who 
persevere to the end. It is believers—those who are given true, 
living faith in Christ—who are secure and safe in Him. Many 
who profess to believe fall away, but they do not fall from 
grace for they were never in grace. True believers do fall into 
temptations, and they do commit grievous sins, but these sins 
do not cause them to lose their salvation or separate them 
from Christ.1 

 The emphasis of our text is therefore directed to all who profess 
to having been saved by God’s grace through faith in Yeshua and the 
redeeming work of the Ruach in granting them repentance and the gift 
of saving faith.

9–10 For what thanks can we render to God for you in return for all 
the joy with which we rejoice before our God on your account, as 
we night and day keep praying most earnestly that we may see your 
face, and may complete what is lacking in your faith?

 … what can we render to God for you in return for all the joy with which 
we rejoice before our God on your account –  A more literal rendering of 
the opening line of the verse would be: “What thanksgiving are we 
able to return to God?” The Greek word translated here as “return” is 
ἀνταποδίδομι (antapodidomi) which generally means “to pay back,” and 
thus, in this case, Paul is making a strong statement that nothing could 
equal the joy and rejoicing that comes from knowing that he and his 
colleagues were the very messengers of God, bringing to the Thessalo-
nians the grand and saving message of the gospel in Yeshua.
 Having fully considered and meditated upon God’s gracious and 
bountiful work in drawing the Thessalonian believers to Himself and 
the part he and his colleagues played in bringing the message of the 

1 David N. Steele & Curtis C. Thomas, The Five Points of Calvinism, in The 
International Library of Philosophy and Theology (Presbyterian & Reformed 
Pub. Co., 1971), p. 56.
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gospel to them, Paul considers it impossible to make his thanksgiving 
equal in greatness to the bountiful blessings God has bestowed upon 
those who received the message of the gospel which he and his col-
leagues were privileged to make known to them.
 Here we see the blessing and joy of proclaiming the goodnews of 
the gospel to those who are lost in sin. For in so doing, we become 
partners with the Almighty in bringing about His eternal will, to save 
a host of people from every tribe, kindred, and tongue so that all would 
stand before Him throughout eternity as trophies of His infinite grace, 
mercy, and love. Surely this reality should motivate and strengthen us 
to be open witnesses of His grace, to proclaim in every way possible the 
glorious message of the “good news” for all who would accept Yeshua 
as their Lord and Savior. For we are privileged to be God’s servants in 
taking the grand message of salvation to those who are lost.
 Here, in our text, Paul expresses his over-abundant joy and thanks-
giving in being the messenger of God’s grace to the Thessalonian be-
lievers. We should all have this well in our minds as well, that being 
messengers of God’s saving grace to those lost in their sin, is a supreme 
privilege and an act of obedience to God by which we receive His bless-
ing.
 …we night and day keep praying most earnestly that we may see your  
face – The grand reality that people in Thessalonica came to true faith in 
the Messiah is surely not considered the “end of the story” for Paul and 
his companions. For once a sinner turns to God in faith, seeking for-
giveness of sin and committing themselves to be His servants forever, 
there still remains a life which needs to be more and more conformed 
to the likeness of Yeshua, enabled thereby to distinguish between that 
which is holy and that which is profane. This comes about by being im-
mersed in the Scriptures and learning how to incorporate their eternal 
truths into one’s own life, and a life that constantly seeks to give the 
honor and glory to God which He alone deserves.
 Thus, while evangelism is the first and greatly important means by 
which God draws those He has chosen to Himself, discipling must fol-
low, for it is as the believer is more and more conformed to the very 
likeness of Yeshua that the grace of God is fully realized and lived out. 
And it is likewise clear in the scriptures that such discipling takes place 
within a community of believers. This is made plain in the Epistle to 
the Hebrews where the author speaks of “holding fast the confession of 
our faith without wavering.”
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Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, 
for He who promised is faithful; and let us consider how to 
stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking 
our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but en-
couraging one another; and all the more as you see the day 
drawing near. (Heb 10:23-25)

 … and may complete what is lacking in your faith? – Paul’s great desire 
is to help disciple the believers in the Thessalonian community so that 
they might grow and mature in the faith and in so doing, to learn how 
to serve each other and thus to be a catalyst for spiritual growth among 
all who are members of the community.
 Here we see clearly that while evangelism, i.e., the giving of the 
gospel message, is all important, there is more that must be done to 
assure a constant “growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord 
Yeshua Messiah.” For the enemy of our souls has given himself to per-
suade those who profess faith in Yeshua that there is no need for them 
to think they need any further commitments or growth in becoming 
more and more like Yeshua. Peter gives this admonition in his second 
epistle:

You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your 
guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprin-
cipled men and fall from your own steadfastness, but grow 
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Yeshua 
Messiah. Amen. (2Pet 3:17–18)


