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All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so 
that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every 
good work. (2Tim 3:16–17)

Some would argue that these scriptures refer only to the Tanach, the 
canonical Scriptures that were extant in the time of the Apostles. But 
note that Paul, in his first epistle to Timothy, quotes from Luke’s Gos-
pel, referring to it as Scripture.

For the Scripture says, “YOU SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE OX WHILE 
HE IS THRESHING,” and “The laborer is worthy of his wages.” 
(1Tim 5:18)

Stay in that house, eating and drinking what they give you; 
for the laborer is worthy of his wages. Do not keep moving 
from house to house. (Lk 10:7)

 Thus, when Paul speaks of being “entrusted with the gospel” as one 
of the Apostles of Yeshua, he is using language which means what he 
has written, and what became part of  the canonical Scriptures, are ful-
ly inspired by the Ruach and are therefore included in the eternal word 
of God.

Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven. (Ps 119:89)

5–6 For we never came with flattering speech, as you know, nor with 
a pretext for greed, God is witness, nor did we seek glory from men, 
either from you or from others, [even though as apostles of Messiah 
we might have asserted our authority.] (see v. 7 below for this final phrase)

 Including the word γάρ (gar), “For,” at the beginning of v. 5 alerts 
the reader that he is explaining his assertion found in v. 4 that they 
were “approved by God” and thus intent upon pointing people to Him 
and to the salvation Yeshua had procured for all the Father had given 
to Him.  He therefore now goes on to give further explanation of the 
motives he and his colleagues had as they came to carry the message 
of Yeshua which He had commissioned them to bring. This transform-
ing message of the gospel results in pointing people to Him and not to 
themselves as though they were seeking to multiply their own follow-
ing.
 Having emphasized the positive motive and actions they had taken 
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in coming to Thessalonica, Paul now describes what they did not do as 
the emissaries of Yeshua. This is seen in that the Greek word οὔτε (oute), 
“not, neither, nor,” is used a total of five times in these verses, twice in 
v. 5 and three times in v. 6.
 The first thing he emphasizes is that “we never came with flattering 
speech” and the fact that he adds “as you know” means that this was 
evident to all. Given that this was obvious, why does Paul sense the 
need to emphasize this reality? It seems most likely that he does so 
because there were others who were charging Paul and his colleagues 
as though they did come with wrong motives. And indeed, it is true 
that in the first century there were many “itinerant charlatans” seeking 
to gain a following, who came with all manner of “philosophical wis-
dom” wrapped in ”flattery,” promising that those who would become 
their worthy disciples were those who had the “true ability” to gain 
wealth, status, and notoriety in their respective communities. And of 
course, to be reckoned as a true disciple would require supporting the 
“teacher” financially as well.
 …flattering speech – (λόγῳ κολακείας, logō kolakēas) – This Greek word 
“flattering, kolakēa,” is found only here in the Apostolic Scriptures. It is 
found three times in the Lxx (1Esdr 4:31; Job 19:17; Wis 14:17) and carries 
the sense of “flattering speech” or “flattering words,” i.e., the kind of 
speech that is used to please the one being addressed.

“Flattery” has to do with the speaker’s fawning on his hear-
ers, “buttering them up” as it were, in order to gain a hear-
ing. This is the only New Testament occurrence of the Greek 
word used here, but it was well known in Greek antiquity. 
Indeed, according to Dio Chrysostom, it was one of the pri-
mary means of an itinerant’s personal gain. But all the time 
such flattery was simply “a mask to cover up greed.”1

 Here we find an important truth about the proper motive we are 
to have as we seek to give others the message of the gospel in Yeshua. 
The proper motive in evangelism is not to increase the number of peo-
ple who become “part of your church,” but to show them their need 
of a Savior and what it means to be one of His disciples, not a disciple 
of a given “teacher” or “religious organization.” This, of course, is not 
to negate the obvious need for believers to congregate together and to 
form a true, believing community. But even in this, the ultimate goal 

1 Gordon Fee, “1&2Thessalonians” in the NICNT (Eerdmans, 2009), p. 63. 
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is to honor the One Who saves, not to make a particular “church” or 
“synagogue” to be seen as greater than all the rest. The true ekklesia 
is characterized by honoring Yeshua as the one who deserves all our 
praise, worship, and service.

He is also head of the body, the ekklesia; and He is the begin-
ning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will 
come to have first place in everything.  (Col 1:18)

 …just as you know – Here Paul is pointing to what he will specifi-
cally mention in v. 9 of our chapter, namely, that he and his colleagues 
worked ordinary jobs in order to sustain their own living and not be 
viewed as doing their work of ministry just to gain financially.
 … nor with a pretext for greed, God is witness – The word “pretext” 
translates the Greek πρóφασις (prophasis) which could be understood in 
our modern world as “a mask,” i.e., something that it used to cover 
up the reality of a thing and make it appear as something other that 
what  it truly is. Thus, in very clear terms, Paul is denying what some 
people were apparently saying, that he had come for the purpose of 
gaining glory and wealth for himself but “wore the mask of a servant” 
to disguise his true motives. In short, his opponents were saying that 
he came wearing a “mask” in order to cover up his greed.
 “Greed” (πλεονεξία, pleonexia) encompasses a driving desire for any-
thing, not only for what one does not have, but for what belongs to oth-
ers. In short, greed is a lust for possessions that could dominate all else. 
It amounts to self–aggrandizement, that is, making an idol of oneself. 
Paul makes such “greed” a form of idolatry, for it sets aside God as the 
one Who meets all of our needs and puts oneself as having greater abil-
ity or understanding than the Almighty Himself. Though most would 
never admit this, greed can become the “worship of self.” Paul clearly 
links covetousness and greed as equivalent to idolatry.

For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure 
person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheri-
tance in the kingdom of Christ and God. (Eph 5:5)

Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as 
dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, 
which amounts to idolatry. (Col 3:5)

 … God is witness – Since greed is an inner thought process to ful-
fill one’s desires, it cannot be absolutely identified by “two or three” 
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witnesses (cf. Deut 19:15). Therefore Paul appeals to the ultimate wit-
ness, i.e., God Himself. When Paul states that “God is my witness,” he is 
emphasizing that what he has affirmed is absolutely true and he is un-
veiling his true thoughts and desires to his readers. He uses the same 
phrase in Rom 1:9–10 and Phil 1:8.

For God, whom I serve in my spirit in the preaching of the 
gospel of His Son, is my witness as to how unceasingly I 
make mention of you, always in my prayers making request, 
if perhaps now at last by the will of God I may succeed in 
coming to you. (Rom 1:9–10)

For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the affec-
tion of Messiah Yeshua. (Phil 1:8)

 This is a very valuable lesson that Paul teaches us here, for if we 
constantly live in the reality that God is witnessing not only our actions 
and words but also our thoughts, i.e., if we were to live with the reality 
that every aspect of our life is lived out before God, this would enable 
us, by the power of the Ruach, to progress in being sanctified unto Him 
and thus to become more and more what He intends us to be.

You will make known to me the path of life;  In Your presence 
is fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures for-
ever. (Ps 16:11)

Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will 
exalt you. (James 4:10)

 …nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, – Here 
Paul emphasizes a failing that can easily attach itself to leaders and 
teachers, especially within the context of religious gatherings, that is, 
allowing pride in the office they fill so that they are “lording it over” 
those they are called to shepherd. We should admit, however, that the 
sin of pride is part of the fallen nature for all—no one is exempt from 
its pull via the fallen nature. Yet pride becomes an even more prevalent 
snare for those who are leaders of others and whose duties require oth-
ers to follow their lead and to submit to their authority. Obviously this 
can be a real snare of the enemy used against those who have leader-
ship responsibilities within the body of Messiah.
 Therefore it is vitally important that those who are set forward as 
leaders in the local assemblies of the ekkelesia, seek diligently to foster 
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a humble spirit before the Lord, first of all, and thus to be enabled to 
serve those they lead rather than “lording it over them.”
 Surely the Scriptures teach that members of a local assembly of the 
ekklesia are to submit to those who are appointed as overseers.

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch 
over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them 
do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprof-
itable for you. (Heb 13:17)

But note also in this text from Hebrews that those who are appointed 
as overseers in the local body of Messiah “will give an account.” Those 
who seek to use their position of leadership in order to build them-
selves up and to gain wide notoriety are denying the very God-given 
purpose and instructions for their important position in the local ekkle-
sia. Ruling over others in the body of Messiah is to be done as servants 
of the Lord, not as self-appointed potentates.
 Thus Paul reminds the Thessalonian believers of the manner in 
which he and his colleagues ministered among them, for they did so as 
servants of the Lord, fulfilling His commission, and not to gain a high 
position in the eyes of others.

[6] 7 even though as apostles of Messiah we might have asserted our 
authority. But we proved to be gentle among you, as a nursing moth-
er tenderly cares for her own children.

 In the Greek manuscripts of 1Thess, the last phrase of v. 6, “even 
though as apostles of Messiah we might have asserted our authority,” is actu-
ally the first phrase in v. 7. Nearly all of the English translations, how-
ever, append it to v. 61 because grammatically, it finishes the sentence 
begun in v. 6.
 … even though as apostles of Messiah we might have asserted our author-
ity. – As noted above, the text of Heb 13:17 clearly teaches that those 
who are overseers have been given a place of authority within the local 
assembly of believers, and the members of the community are admon-
ished to “obey” (πείθω, peithō) their “leaders” (τοῖς ἡγουμένοις, tois hēgou-
menois). The sense of “obey” in the Greek word peithō includes the idea 
of “being convinced of something” or “to be persuaded, to believe.” 
Thus, in the context of Heb 13:17, it holds the sense of “being taught the 

1 Two exceptions are the NET Bible and the CEV (Contemporary English 
Version) Bible, both of which have the same versification as the Greek.
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truth so as to receive it and live in accordance with it.” It is in this sense 
that Paul indicates the right of the apostles to “assert their authority,” 
for it was through the teaching of the apostles that the very mission of 
Yeshua, to accomplish the will of His Father,” would be realized, for 
the ekklesia would be established as the means by which the Abrahamic 
covenant would be fulfilled, i.e., “In your seed all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” (Gen 22:18)

Gathering them [the disciples] together, He commanded 
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father 
had promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from Me; for 
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 
Ruach HaKodesh not many days from now.” So when they 
had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is 
it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” He 
said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which 
the Father has fixed by His own authority; but you will re-
ceive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”(Acts 
1:4–8)

 
 It was this authority of the “apostles of Yeshua” that Paul references 
in our text. They were sent, along with Paul, to fulfill the mission given 
them by Yeshua Himself. That Paul was equally chosen and sent out as 
the commissioned emissary of Yeshua is clearly stated in the inspired 
text of 1Corinthians.

After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at 
one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fall-
en asleep; then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; 
and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me 
also. For I am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called 
an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the 
grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did 
not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet 
not I, but the grace of God with me. Whether then it was I or 
they, so we preach and so you believed. (1Cor 15:6–11)

Note also Acts 26:14–18 which recounts Paul on the road to Damascus 
and being directly confronted by the risen Messiah, Yeshua. It was at 
this time that Paul was commissioned by Yeshua Himself to be His 
“sent one” (i.e., Apostle) to the lost sheep of Israel as well to the nations, 
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to carry the Good News (gospel) of Yeshua and His accomplished work 
of salvation.

And when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice 
saying to me in the Hebrew dialect, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ 
And I said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I am 
Yeshua whom you are persecuting. But get up and stand on 
your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to you, to appoint 
you a minister and a witness not only to the things which you 
have seen, but also to the things in which I will appear to you; 
rescuing you from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, 
to whom I am sending you, to open their eyes so that they 
may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of 
Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an 
inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in 
Me.’ (Acts 26:14–18)

 Does “assert our authority” include Timothy and Silvanus? No, it 
does not. When Paul uses the plural “we” in this text, he is clearly re-
ferring to the Apostles commissioned by Yeshua Himself. But Timothy 
and Silvanus were surely Paul’s helpers and must have aided him di-
rectly in the work Yeshua had called him to accomplish.
 Thus, by including himself with the other apostles who were like-
wise commissioned by Yeshua to further the work of taking the gospel 
both to Israel as well as to the nations, he speaks in view of the apostolic  
authority given to the apostles by Yeshua Himself. But his point here 
is that he did not present himself as having such authority, but came 
to the people of Thessalonica as one who tenderly cared for them and 
fully wanted them to be strengthened and enabled to live as vibrant 
witnesses of Yeshua and the redemption He had accomplished.
 … But we proved to be gentle among you, as a nursing mother tender-
ly cares for her own children. – Paul uses the most vibrant picture to il-
lustrate the manner in which he exercised his authority while in the 
Thessalonica community, that of a nursing mother. By this analogy he 
is stating that he and his assistants put aside their rights to be respect-
ed as authorities, to assert their dominant position, and rather demon-
strated the utmost tenderness to them, comparable to that of a mother 
nursing her own children. This offers a wise and important picture to 
all who are in positions of authority in a local assembly of believers: 
mercy and understanding lay the foundation for good instruction.


