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marked them as His genuine followers. Surely there are many more 
things which characterize the lives of true believers in Yeshua, but the 
willingness and resolve to persevere even when being persecuted for 
one’s faith clearly shows one’s ultimate commitment to honor God and 
His Messiah, Yeshua, by reliance upon the ever-present Ruach.

15–16 who both killed the Lord Yeshua and the prophets, and drove 
us out. They are not pleasing to God, but hostile to all men, hin-
dering us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved; 
with the result that they always fill up the measure of their sins. But 
wrath has come upon them to the utmost.

 Some have been a bit taken back by this statement of Paul, as though 
it seems unfitting for him to so blatantly charge the “Jews” as killing 
“the Lord Yeshua and the prophets,” and persecuting Paul and others 
as well. But Paul is not indicating any kind of “antisemitism,” but is 
rather emphasizing that he, along with many other Jewish believers, 
personally understands the woes of persecution that the non-Jewish 
believers in Thessalonica were experiencing. The point is that the ene-
my hates all who come to faith in Yeshua, regardless of their ethnicity, 
and that when the people of God in Yeshua, whether Jew or non-Jew, 
persevere through suffering for their faith in Yeshua, they show them-
selves to be one, united in the body of Messiah by genuine faith in Him.
 Furthermore, when Paul writes “who both killed the Lord Yeshua 
and the prophets,” he is obviously not referring to the Jewish people as 
a whole, but to those who stood against Yeshua in His earthly life and 
who likewise persecuted Paul and others who came to faith in Yeshua. 
In fact, Peter makes the same assertion when, on Shavuot he addressed 
the crowd by stating:

Men of Israel, listen to these words: Yeshua the Nazarene, a 
man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and 
signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just 
as you yourselves know — this Man, delivered over by the 
predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed 
to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death. 
(Acts 2:22–23)

Here, like Paul, Peter is not accusing the whole nation of Israel or “all 
the Jews” as responsible for having Yeshua crucified, for he affirms that 
on the basis of the “predetermined plan of God,” Yeshua was crucified. 
But he states plainly that it was the Jewish leaders who brought this 
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about “by the hands of godless men.”
 On this issue Fee concludes:

Thus, it is not the Jewish community as such, nor as a whole, 
who are singled out here, but especially a part of the Judean 
sector of the community, whose leaders violently opposed 
Christ and his early followers.1 

 Why does Paul write that the Judean Jews “killed the Lord Yesh-
ua” rather than stating that they “crucified Him?” This is, no doubt, 
because the Jewish authorities did not use crucification as a means of 
capital punishment. Rather Paul’s point is that the Jewish community 
itself was ultimately responsible for the death of their Messiah, for a 
large segment of the Jewish population of that time rejected Yeshua, 
including the majority of the Jewish leadership.
 …and the prophets – Here it appears that Paul considers himself and 
the other Apostles of Yeshua as functioning as “prophets,” for a “proph-
et” is one who receives revelation directly from God and proclaims it to 
the people. Tradition has it that Peter, Andrew, James, and perhaps oth-
ers of the disciples were put to death for their faith in Yeshua, and thus 
Paul describes them as suffering death as martyrs even as did Yeshua.
 Here Paul reminds us that it was not only against the Lord Yeshua 
that the Jewish leaders and many of their followers battled but they 
also sought to persecute those Jewish believers in Yeshua who became 
His disciples, proclaiming Him to be the Messiah promised by the 
prophets. Indeed, Paul had first-hand knowledge of this, for before be-
ing confronted by the risen Yeshua on the Damascus road, Paul was 
himself one who sought to persecute the disciples of Yeshua.

I was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea which 
were in Messiah; but only, they kept hearing, “He who once 
persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he once tried 
to destroy.” And they were glorifying God because of me. 
(Gal 1:22–24)

I thank Messiah Yeshua our Lord, who has strengthened me, 
because He considered me faithful, putting me into service, 
even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor 
and a violent aggressor. Yet I was shown mercy because I act-
ed ignorantly in unbelief; (1Tim 1:12–13)

1 Gordon Fee, 1Thess in NICNT, p. 96.
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 Having described the Jewish leaders who orchestrated the means to 
have Yeshua and His close associates put to death, Paul goes on to list 
three additional charges against them.
 (1) drove us out – Here the best understanding of the phrase is that 
Paul is equating the disciples of Yeshua as carrying out the same role as 
the prophets of the Tanach, i.e., being given direct revelation from God 
and proclaiming these truths to the people. Not only did the Jewish 
leaders forge the way to have Yeshua crucified, but they also persecut-
ed those who were His disciples and who were proclaiming the truth 
of His being the promised Messiah of Israel.
 (2) They are not pleasing to God – This seems obvious, but Paul em-
phasizes it because those who reviled against Yeshua and His disciples, 
and who persuaded the Roman authorities to exact capital punishment, 
not only on Yeshua but also upon some of His apostles, were likewise 
despising the Jewish people they were appointed to lead and guard, for 
they fomented the situation by ordering the death penalty upon those 
who were genuinely fulfilling God’s mission and design. In short, “not 
pleasing to God” means “fighting against the very God they claimed to 
serve.”
 (3) but hostile to all men – We could just as well translate the Greek 
as “but hostile to all people” (πᾶσιν ἀνθρώποις ναντιων) since the Greek 
ἄνθρωπος (anthropos) often is used to denote “people” in general, i.e., 
“a human being.” Here we see an important emphasis and it is this: 
those who deny Yeshua and who stand against those who are seeking 
to bring the gospel to all people are actually “hostile” to all people, 
for in seeking to undermine the message of the gospel in Yeshua, they 
are unwittingly acting in hostility toward all people. They are not only 
seeking to hide the gospel message from people but they are likewise 
proclaiming by their actions that the message of the gospel in Yeshua is 
worthless and even dangerous and something to be avoided and even 
disdained. This is precisely what Paul states in the following clause of 
our verse:
 …hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved; 
Here, once again, we see the glorious means by which God has or-
dained His sovereign grace to be given to all those He would save, and 
it is the proclaiming of the gospel in Yeshua by those whom He has 
drawn to Himself, endowed them with the gift of faith, and who have 
thereby been given eternal life in Him. What a glorious privilege every 
true believer has been given—to be the heralds of the gospel in Yeshua 
to those who are lost and perishing in their sin.
 And we also recognize in these words of Paul the sovereign and 
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powerful hand of God, for even though there were Jewish leaders who 
sought to silence the message of the Apostles as they were commis-
sioned to begin the worldwide proclamation of the gospel, those who 
opposed Yeshua were not successful but the gospel message was car-
ried by the Apostles and their disciples throughout the then-known 
world. As a result, it was by God’s own power and grace that salvation 
came “to the end of the earth” as Yeshua promised His disciples.

…but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part 
of the earth. (Acts 1:8)

And the same is true today: those who oppose the gospel and openly 
seek to discredit it will ultimately fail. For by God’s grace and power, 
believers in Yeshua have carried on the task of proclaiming this same 
message of salvation by faith in Yeshua to every people-group through-
out the world. We who have come to faith in Yeshua likewise have the 
grand privilege of being heralds of the gospel message in our own lo-
cations as we interact with people in our daily activities. It is important 
to remember that  we are simply the messengers carrying the message, 
and its reception is not something we bring about but is entirely in 
the hands of the Almighty. In fact, if we give the gospel message as 
clearly presented in the Scriptures, apart from the sovereign work of 
God within those He has chosen unto eternal life, it will be received as 
worthless.

For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom 
did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through 
the foolishness of the message preached to save those who 
believe. (1Cor 1:21)

 Why does Paul refer to the message of the “gospel” as “foolishness?” 
This is because apart from the work of the Ruach in opening the “eyes 
of the blind,” the gospel message would never be received.

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 
perishing, in whose case the god of this world has blinded 
the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Messiah, who is the image of 
God… For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” 
is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Messiah. (2Cor 
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4:3–4, 6)
 Thus, as our verse indicates, the Jewish leaders were intent upon 
keeping Paul and the other Apostles from proclaiming the gospel even 
to the Gentiles, for they perceived this as teaching that God had forsak-
en Israel.

Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, “It was neces-
sary that the word of God be spoken to you first; since you 
repudiate it and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, 
behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. (Acts 13:46)

    … with the result that they always fill up the measure of their sins. – Here, 
once again, Paul is not referencing the Jewish people in general, but 
specifically those who fill the roles of teachers and leaders and, having 
rejected Yeshua, seek to portray Him as an enemy of the Jewish people.
 But what does Paul mean by stating that the unbelieving Jewish com-
munity “fill up the measure of their sins” when they “hindered” Paul 
and his companions from “speaking to the Gentiles so that they might be 
saved?” The answer is that not only did the majority of Jewish ”leaders” 
reject Yeshua, but they also sought to prevent Paul and his companions 
from going to the non-Jewish population with the message of the gos-
pel, for they perceived this as an “anti-semitic” perspective on the part 
of Paul and his companions. For the early perspective of the Jewish lead-
ers in Paul’s day was that only religious Jews and Gentiles who had be-
come proselytes had a relationship with the God of Israel. Thus, for Paul 
and his companions to proclaim to the Gentiles that they could have an 
everlasting covenant with God through faith in Yeshua was perceived 
by the Jewish leaders as teaching that God had abandoned the Jews. 
 Thus, when Paul states that the Jewish leaders who took this view 
“always fill up the measure of their sins,” he is simply stating that such 
a position of the Jewish leaders blatantly denied the veracity and reality 
of the covenant promises made to Abraham, in which God states: 

I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you 
I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed. (Gen 12:3)

 But wrath has come upon them to the utmost. – This phrase is one of the 
more difficult to understand and fully explain. What it obviously does 
not mean is that God has, in any way, utterly forsaken Israel as His cho-
sen people on a national scale.
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 The first thing we should note is that Paul does not clearly indicate 
that the word “wrath” (ἡ ὀργὴ, he orgē) is “the wrath of God.” A few later 
manuscripts add the words τοῦ θεοῦ, tou theou, “of God,”1 (dating from 
the 6th century CE and later) but the majority of manuscripts to not 
contain these added words and it is clear that the original text written 
by Paul did not have the added words “of God.” It is therefore unfortu-
nate that Bible versions such as the NIV include it. 
 The point is that though there are many Jewish people down 
through that ages who have come to faith in Yeshua as the true Messiah 
and King of Israel, the nation as a whole is still characterized as having 
primarily rejected Yeshua.
 … to the utmost (εἰς τέλος, eis telos)– Surely God has not forsaken Is-
rael. However, so long as a nation, they reject Him by rejecting His 
Messiah Yeshua, the nation will not experience the protecting hand of 
God as they would if they were truly seeking to honor Him through 
acceptance of His Messiah, Yeshua. Thus, it is not as though Paul is 
teaching that God has forsaken Israel. Rather, God may allow the ene-
mies of Israel to have some victories by withholding His protection of 
the nation, but with the goal of bringing repentance, even at a national 
level. But even this work of the Almighty has a purpose, as we read in 
Rom 11:25-26.

For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this 
mystery — so that you will not be wise in your own estima-
tion — that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until 
the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; and so all Israel will 
be saved; just as it is written, “THE DELIVERER WILL COME 
FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JA-
COB.” (Rom 11:25–26, quoting Is 59:20)

17–18 But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short 
while — in person, not in spirit — were all the more eager with great 
desire to see your face. For we wanted to come to you — I, Paul, more 
than once — and yet Satan hindered us.

 The background to Paul’s statement here is recorded in Acts 17:1–10.
Paul had been in Philippi and then traveled to Thessalonica where he 
was teaching in the Synagogue for three Sabbaths, proclaiming Yeshua 
to be the promised Messiah. He along with Silas were staying in the 

1 D, F, G, it, vg.
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house of Jason, and some of the Jews “were jealous” of the fact that Paul 
and Silas were attracting a good number of the Jews and persuasive-
ly showing them that Yeshua was, indeed, the promised Messiah. As 
such, the Jews, along with “wicked men” they had brought with them, 
formed a mob and set the city in an uproar. They attacked the house of 
Jason and sought to bring Paul and Silas out but could not find them. 
So they took Jason before the authorities, but he was not arrested. In the 
meantime, Paul and Silas left the city, and eventually Paul left to travel 
via the sea to Athens, where he openly taught regarding Yeshua at the 
Areopagus. It was this sudden leaving Thessalonica that Paul makes 
reference to in our text.
 But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short while…– 
 The opening “But we” hearkens back to v. 14, in which Paul ap-
plauds the strength of the believers in Thessalonica, who endured per-
secution for their faith in the same way as did the believers in Judea. 
Moreover, he continues to explain why those who are accusing him 
of trying to gain “a following in order to be monetarily supported” is 
simply not true. He therefore explains that his sudden leaving was not 
something he desired but was necessary in light of those who wished 
to do him physical harm as well.
 Interestingly, the English “having been taken away” is a translation 
of the Greek which utilizes the verb ἀπορφανίζω (aporphanizō), “to be 
orphaned.” This hearkens back to the preceding narrative (vv. 1–12), 
where he was first as a “small child” among them (v. 7), then a “nursing 
mother” (v. 8), and finally a caring “father” (v. 11). Although the word 
“orphan” in English refers to children who have lost their parents, in 
Greek the verb aporphanizō was also used, as here, to denote parents 
who were bereft of their children.
 This demonstrates the true heart of the Apostle, and offers a vivid 
example of how all who function as leaders within the local assembly 
of believers ought to foster a true sense of love and care for all who have 
been gathered to their leadership. Being compared to a shepherd who 
cares for the sheep, overseers in a local assembly of believers must take 
their duties seriously and strive to have a genuine care for those for 
whom they are responsible. As Peter exhorts:

Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder 
and witness of the sufferings of Messiah, and a partaker also 
of the glory that is to be revealed, shepherd the flock of God 
among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but 
voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid 
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gain, but with eagerness; nor yet as lording it over those al-
lotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. 
(1Pet 5:1–3)

 …in person, not in spirit — were all the more eager with great desire to  
 see  your face.

 By adding “in person, not in spirit,” Paul is simply emphasizing that 
even when it was necessary for Paul and his companions to leave Thes-
salonica, they did so as a necessity, not as something they personally 
wished to do. The Greek literally has “in face, not in heart” (προσώπῳ 
οὐ καρδίᾳ, prosōpō ou kardia), meaning “absent physically but not in 
thought.” And then he expresses the constant and growing desire he 
had to be together again with the believing community in Thessalon-
ica. Clearly Paul stands as a model for all who carry the responsibility 
of being a shepherd or pastor within a local assembly of believers. True 
shepherding flows from a heart that longs to honor the Great Shepherd, 
Yeshua, in caring for the “flock” He died to save.
 For we wanted to come to you — I, Paul, more than once – The desire 
to return to Thessalonica and to be with the community of believers 
there was surely regularly on Paul’s heart or mind. But the ability to do 
so was simply not available, owing, no doubt, to the fact that if he did 
not act in wisdom, it might have been extremely dangerous for him to 
simply “show up” in their location.
 … and yet Satan hindered us. – The Greek word translated here as 
“hindered” is ἐνέκοψεν, enekopsen, which apparently originated as a mil-
itary term for “cutting up a road to make it impassable.” We are not told 
exactly that to which Paul refers in this case, but it seems most likely 
that he considered the desire of those who opposed him, to even do 
him bodily harm, as being led by the Enemy himself.
 


